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Message from Father Fabian 
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Eden for us- indeed He Him-
self is Paradise- and His grace 
is uniting us to Him, making 
us a new creation. He Him-
self is Light and Life and 
Love, He is the Resurrection. 
We look to Him, and surge 
upward to Him like a plant, 
with certain hope. And in 
heaven if we act surprised at 
seeing Him in glory, He’ll ask 
why we ever doubted, and 
we’ll have no answer, so ri-
diculous would it seem to 
have ever doubted. 
 
No matter how Tohu 
Vabohu, how messed up, our 
life gets, how much pain and 
hopelessness binds us up, 
God can heal any wound, 
bring good out of any evil, 
bring joy to the bereaved, He 
has destroyed death- He can 
raise us all from the dead to 
eternal life.  “Fear not, I am 
the first and the last, and the 
living one; I died, and behold 
I am alive for ever-
more.” (Rev 1:17-18)  

 
Many Blessings, 

Father John-Paul Mount 

While I’m writing this we’re 
still in the Easter season, 
celebrating the Resurrection 
and Christ’s victory over sin 
and death.  
 
In Genesis, when God be-
gan to create the world, it 
says the world was ‘Tohu 
Vabohu’, Hebrew for 
‘Formless and void’. And 
then out of this God 
brought order and light and 
life.  
 
Of course, God created the 
world ex nihilo, from noth-
ing. However, we can take 
the term ‘Tohu Vabohu’ to 
mean ‘disorder and darkness’ 
and apply it as a metaphor 
for our lives:  Lives that are 
broken, disordered, messy, 
lives full of sins and despair, 
with addictions and prob-
lems seemingly without a 
solution, lives with confu-
sion and anxiety and without 
hope.  With that in mind, we 
then hear God say, “Let 
there be light” and, “Peace 
be with you.”  
 
God Himself is the source of 
all life. We are made for the 
fullness of life, of intimate 
communion with God, and 
so our deepest longing is for 
life- like a plant surging up 
towards light. Yet sin has 
seriously damaged this world 
and, rather than the Holy 
Spirit hovering over us, 
death has overshadowed us 
from birth, tempting us to 
despair that all we do is 

eventually rendered mean-
ingless, that all our desires 
for life are unattainable, that 
the fullness of life we were 
created for and so yearn for 
is a hoax, hopeless, and ulti-
mately thwarted.  
 
At the death of a loved one, 
our world is often thrown 
into ‘Tohu Vabohu’- we 
have all experienced it, I am 
sure- the disorder and dark-
ness. Christ’s disciples knew 
death, and even after Jesus 
had shown Himself to them 
so gloriously with such 
teaching and miracles like 
raising Lazarus, they quickly 
fell back to accepting the 
same old logic of death- just 
accept it, dull the conscience 
in order to survive, and go 
back to daily tasks- how 
depressing. The women 
came not to see Jesus rise as 
He said He would, but with 
spices for a corpse.  
 
Who can destroy death and 
its power over us?  Sin and 
death has the world in Tohu 
Vabohu, we’ve all experi-
enced Tohu Vabohu.  
 
So, God made an eighth day 
of creation. Easter brings 
life from death; hope from 
despair; order from chaos; 
light from darkness; joy 
from sorrow. Jesus has risen 
from the dead and is fash-
ioning a new creation 
around Himself. He is the 
Gardener of paradise, and 
by His grace He is refash-
ioning an eternal garden of 
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I am alive 
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- Jesus, Revelation 1:17-18 
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2018 Year of Youth 

With the announcement of Pope Francis’ General Synod theme in October, 
and then the pastoral announcement of the Year of Youth in December, the 
Church is being called to look seriously and indepth at how it engages with and 
accompanies young people in Australia.  The Australian Bishops have identified 
the liturgical year of 2018, beginning on the first Sunday of Advent (3rd Decem-
ber 2017), as a national Year of Youth.  The national launch for Year of Youth 
was held in Sydney, at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival, 7th-9th December.  
The Year of Youth invites the Church into prayerful discernment about the im-
portance and life-giving presence of young people in the local Church and socie-
ty. It calls for dialogue and active engagement focused on the reconnection and 
renewal of a new generation of young people in the life of the Church. 

Source: http://www.youth.catholic.org.au/year-of-youth  

Farewell to Father John-Paul Mount 

 

 Father John-Paul Mount will be 
moving to St Andrew’s Parish in 
Werribee on June 27, 2018. 
 
We thank him for the many ways 
he has served at St Anthony of 
Padua Parish, with caring and 
devotion, always serving with 
joy, touching the lives of so 
many.   
 
We wish him all the best and 
pray that Our Lord continues to 
bless him, guide, support and 
strengthen him, in fulfilling His 
will and in carrying out this ser-
vice of love to His people, wher-
ever he goes. 
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Growing up as a Catholic in Indonesia 

Submitted by: Villy Julita 

I was born in Indonesia and came to 
Melbourne as an International stu-
dent,.  In my first year at University, I 
met my husband, Kim who was born 
in Melbourne from a Vietnamese cul-
tural background. 
 
I grew up in Indonesia, which is a 
Muslim country.  Only 3% of the pop-
ulation is Catholic (compared to 87% 
Muslims).  However, the people who 
are Catholics have a very strong faith.   
 
Mum would go with me to church 
every Sunday to the earliest Sunday 
Mass, at 7:30am.  Note that this means 
we have to wake up at 6:30am to get 
ready.  This Mass is so early that it is 
understandable that there would only 
be a handful of parishioners coming to 
it and no music during the Mass.  The 
church was always full of parishioners, 
and a full choir with musicians would 
always lead the music at the Mass.  
The Responsorial Psalms and Alleluia 
would be sung very beautifully in the 
Gregorian style by a member of the 
choir, and the readers would have 
quite noticeably rehearsed their read-
ings numerous times (enough to prac-
tically memorise the reading). They 
even have a conductor who directs the 
faithful in their singing! 

Many of the volunteers in 
the church are young. For 
the Indonesian Catholic 
youth, serving in the 
church is a privilege. A 
young person would be 
very proud to serve in the 
church, and would put a 
lot of work into serving as 
well as they can, be it in 
music ministry or reading 
or being an altar server 
(being an extraordinary 
minister was a privilege that was of-
fered only for the more mature 
adults – usually males - who have 
served for many years). Before they 
are able to serve, a more senior 
youth leader would have to train 
them for months beforehand. When 
they finally start serving, they take 
the responsibility very seriously. 
 
During the Mass, the faithful partici-
pate fervently and with great joy! 
They say every prayer very resolutely 
and everyone sings all the songs, 
even if they don’t know the song 
very well and may embarrass them-
selves. They believe that in singing 
they are glorifying God and they try 
their best to do it well and whole-
heartedly.  

My mum herself is not a good singer, 
she is somehow always off-key but 
she is not scared to sing out loud to 
praise and honour God even if others 
may laugh at her.  It is very beautiful 
and admirable.  
 
Being in a Mass among the faithful in 
Indonesia feels like being among the 
choir of the angels; everyone around 
you loves God more than anything 
and are not scared to declare their 
love for Him. 
 
Kim and I now attend Mass at the St 
Anthony of Padua, and we are volun-
teering in various areas in our Parish. 
 
 
 

 

 

I attended the Child Safety Workshop last year at Bacchus 
Marsh, which was well organized and smoothly run.  There 
were about 60 to 70 parishioners from both St. Anthony's and 
St. Bernard's present. 
 
Although it was quite a long sitting, and a bit dry at times, Kari-
na Dunne and Godwin Barton, patiently explored the Child 
Safety Standards which are in place at the parish 
schools, including the New Legislation being applied to all 
schools, The Standards in place for reporting and responding, 
how to build a safe environment and Code of Conduct in re-
porting  and responding to achieve and maintain a child safe 
environment.  It was a very informative and insightful session. 
 
Thank you to all concerned for all the time and energy given, to 
teach and help keep our parish schools, and churches a safe 
place for our young children. 

Child Safety Workshop 

The next Child Safety workshop will be held on   
Sunday, July 22, 2018 at 12 noon.   

If you have not attended one before, you are encour-
aged to do so.  More details on the above workshop 

will be published in the weekend bulletins when 
these become available. Submitted by: Anna Samy 
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Teaching Religion at St Anthony  

viewing lots of different stories that 
covered the events that lead up to Je-
sus’ death and resurrection from dif-
ferent perspectives.   
 
After learning about each individual 
day like Palm Sunday or Holy Thurs-
day, the students completed a 
“wondering”, which means they need-
ed to draw something they were 
thinking about during the story or 
they could have drawn something that 
they think could have happened.  
These were often very insightful and 
some showed how empathetic the 
students were towards Jesus and his 
suffering.  We completed a lot of se-
quencing activities to ensure they re-
membered the important dates. 
On the last day of school my class 
participated in the full school paralit-
urgy in which each class helped to tell 
a section of the Easter story and in-
cluded lots of great student acting and 
singing.  This was very exciting for the 

preps to practise and then witness 
with the other students.  
 
I hope the students all enjoyed cele-
brating Easter with their families 
and friends but also will remember 
the significance of this time for all 
Catholics. 

This year I started teaching at St. An-
thony’s Primary School in one of the 
prep classes.  One of the subjects I 
like to teach is Religion as I am com-
fortable in my knowledge and think 
it’s important that children begin to 
explore their faith at an early age. 
 
This term we started by discussing 
what a church looks like and trying to 
name some of the things in the 
church.  We visited the church as a 
class and the students were very excit-
ed to see baby Jesus in the Nativity 
scene as well as Jesus on the “big 
cross” exactly like the “little cross” we 
use in our classroom during prayer 
time.  This created lots of questions 
that were then answered towards the 
end of the term when we began ex-
ploring and investigating the Easter 
story. 
Many of my students don’t often at-
tend Mass and were very inquisitive so 
we started this topic by reading and Submitted by: Irene Fernandez 

St Anthony’s Fete - Save the date!!! 

Our church and the St Anthony’s Primary school are jointly organising the  
St Anthony’s Parish Fete, to raise funds for both our Parish and the School. 

There will be lots of food stalls, games stalls, craft and many activities for both 
children and as well as adults!!!   

 

Look out for details in the Weekend Bulletins as we draw closer to the date and  
we look forward to seeing you at the Fete! 
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Meat Tasting Fundraiser 

We didn’t have to buy sausages for a 
sizzle or prizes for a raffle. We didn’t 
have to travel far.  
 
The sign-up process went on for a 
few weeks and eventually, we had 
120 parishioners who responded to 
the call. Together with their families 
and friends, they travelled near and 
far to help grade cooked beef for 
Meat Standards Australia (MSA). 
 
On the day, the tasters were put into 
smaller groups of twenty based on 
their preferred session time from 
11am to 4pm.  Each session ran for 
between 30 to 40 minutes and tasters 
had to complete a questionnaire after 
each tasting.  There were about sev-
en tastings. 

The event couldn’t have been suc-
cessful if not for these committed 
and dedicated tasters, who showed 
up rain or shine, for their booked 
sessions and gave so generously of 
their time. Thank you and God bless 
all of you. Thank you too, to God 
our Heavenly Father for blessing us 
with a glorious day with lots of sun-
shine. 
 
If you would like the experience of 
being a taster in future meat tasting 
events, keep a lookout for advertise-
ments in the weekly bulletin and/or 
announcements in church for your 
opportunity to sign up. 

Food tasting fundraisers are fun, as 
everyone loves pleasing their palate 
while supporting a worthy cause sim-
ultaneously. 
 
Here at St Anthony’s, we are no dif-
ferent. For a third consecutive year, St 
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church 
was the charity partner of Tastepoint, 
the company who runs successful 
meat tasting fundraisers around Victo-
ria.  
 
This year, our meat tasting fundraiser 
was held on Saturday 28th April at the 
Padua Hall and our task was to pro-
vide 120 tasters, in return for a hand-
some donation of $2000.  Just imag-
ine ... we didn’t have to worry about 
logistics, supplies, set-up or clean-up. 

Submitted by: Anthea Scerri 
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A Near Death Experience  

The nursing staff became very stressed. 
Janos was very worried. The nursing staff 
said repeatedly: “Mrs. Dabasy, you must 
keep breathing”. As I was in bliss, I could 
not see the point of breathing, but eventually 
tried as I could see that everyone in the 
room was worried. It was a feeling of “OK, 
I’ll try, just for you”.  The second I tried to 
go back into my body, I was “bumped” out. 
My spirit was again back high up at the 
ceiling, looking down on my body. I was 
back in peace, in bliss. This happened a 
number of times. My body was not working 
properly and could not accommodate my 
spirit. 
 
At this point I remember thinking to my-
self, “No problem, Janos will find another 
lovely wife…. Granny knows our daughter, 
Julia; she will look after her until she grows 
up”. Not long afterwards, I began my jour-
ney down a tunnel to which I was drawn. I 
felt as I was on my next adventure. Howev-
er,  I was soon told: “No, this is not your 
time. You must go back.” So there I was, 
back in the corner of the ceiling, once again 
looking down on my body and watching the 
people in the room. 
 
By this time, the nursing staff were in panic 
mode. The specialist had not yet arrived. 
One said ‘Let’s get the oxygen. That should 
help us bring her back.” Two went off down 
a corridor, past two rooms and then  turned 
left into a storeroom housing big cylinders of 
oxygen. I, in spirit, went through the walls 
and followed them.  
 
When they arrived, one took the correct 
cylinder, but hesitated. He then asked the 
other “Do you know how to work these?” 
The other paused, and said: “No, but we’ll 
figure it out.” They eventually selected it 
and wheeled it out of the storeroom, down 
the corridor and back into the room where 
my body was lying. 
 
The nursing staff repeatedly implored me to 
keep breathing. Again, seeing how desperate 
they were, and how agitated Janos was, I 
tried again, and again, only to be back in 
the corner of the ceiling. It was very hard 
work. I had never worked so hard in all my 
life. 
 
 

Eventually, the oxygen was connected cor-
rectly, the specialist arrived and attended to 
me. This enabled my spirit to remain in my 
body. I was literally “back together” again. 
 
The whole experience felt so natural that I 
did not think about it until they sent me 
home. I was trying to get to sleep one night 
and in doing so it occurred to me that I had 
nearly died.  
 
What I have learned 
 
Now, in reflection many years since, I have 
learned that: 
 I experienced my own immortality - we 

are all immortal. I experienced life as a 
spirit, and that here on Earth my spir-
it is only temporarily housed in my 
body. Now I experience life as my spir-
it using my body, as a unit. 

 It is important to have a well-
functioning body – optimal nutrition, 
exercise and rest 

 We all have a vocation – I was told to 
come back to the world because I had 
not completed mine at the time.  

 Whilst some people have had difficulty 
in interpreting their Near Death Ex-
perience, I have had no difficulty. I 
believe this is due to my Christian up-
bringing. I was taught the element of a 
spiritual life quite early. My NDE 
was a seamless fit with what I had been 
taught. 

 I don’t fear death. But I do not look 
forward to the “work” of trying to stay 
in my body when it is in extreme pain 
or is non-operational, and forcing my 
spirit to leave.  

 Life after death is very peaceful. We 
experience bliss. 

 I consider my experience to be a gift. 
 
It took some time for Eva to realize 
what had happened to her and to 
distill its deeper meaning.  I expect 
each of us has had many experiences, 
perhaps not so dramatic, clear or tell-
ing as Eva’s, but that, when reflected 
upon, have the same power to 
strengthen and embolden us in our 
daily life of faith and trust. 

We all have some personal experi-
ence of God’s presence in our lives - 
of beauty, of consolation in difficulty 
or sickness, of love – that help us live 
with hope in face of personal difficulty 
and challenge or of unsettling social 
upheaval. 
 
Sometimes, our faith is taken to new 
depth by new personal experience that 
strengthens and empowers us. A 
friend of mine, Eva Dabasy, recently 
shared with me such an experience 
she had many years ago that still nour-
ishes and strengthens her.  I asked her 
to write about it, and have her permis-
sion to share her account here: 
 
Some years ago I needed an operation to im-
prove breathing. I had suffered many head-
aches due to chronic sinusitis. The operation 
went smoothly and in due course I was sent 
home with instructions as to what to do if any 
of a list of symptoms appeared. 
 
The next day I hemorrhaged.  I contacted my 
specialist as instructed. It was a late Satur-
day night He was at a dinner party when I 
called him for advice. He said that I should 
return to hospital. He would alert and in-
struct the staff to prepare me for an examina-
tion and a procedure. He would meet me 
there. 
 
Upon arrival at the hospital, I was put on a 
bed and given an injection. Some minutes 
later, I found it difficult to breathe and occa-
sionally stopped breathing. A few minutes 
later, I found myself separated from my body. 
It was lying on the bed but my spirit was at 
the ceiling, in the corner of the room, looking 
down at it. I had never felt so peaceful. It was 
bliss. I could see everything in the room: my 
husband, Janos, the nursing staff, the floor 
plan, the furnishing and equipment.  
 Submitted by: John Little 
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Children Colouring Page 

http://www.scholarosaonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Sacred-Heart-of-Jesus.jpg 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus represents His divine love for humanity and the Feast of the Sacred Heart is a Solemnity 
in the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar .  The Feast is celebrated 19 days after Pentecost and since Pentecost is   
celebrated on Sunday, the Feast of the Sacred Heart always falls on a Friday.  The Month of June is dedicated to the    
Sacred Heart.  
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WARRAWONG 
WOOLSHED  
1200 Exford Road 
Eynesbury district 
 

Available for hire  
Unique heritage features and 
friendly environment - arrange and set up to suit your own needs for 
up to 120 people for a sit-down meal/family gatherings. 
 
For further details, or to arrange a visit and inspection, contact  
John Little at 0412 078 543 

     

St Anthony’s Bingo 
St Anthony’s School Hall 

CNR Wilson and Exford Road 
Melton South 

(Melways Reference: 342-J-4) 
Tuesday Night Eyes down - 7.00pm 

 

Come along and have some fun  
and support your Parish! 

Editorial Policy 
 
The Padua News is approved by Fr Fabian Smith prior to print-
ing.  The editors and Fr Fabian reserve the right to edit all articles 
submitted.  Articles may be reproduced with permission from the 
writer and editor. 

 

Submissions for next newsletter 

All Parishioners are welcome to give their suggestions.  If you 
have any article of interest for the next newsletter, please submit 
them to the Parish Office  or email to:  
paduanews@yahoo.com.au by  July 31, 2018 

 

Please support our sponsors! 

Suppliers of dress fabrics &    
patterns, patchwork fabrics,  
haberdashery, knitting yarns & 
accessories. 
Sales & service of Janome and 
Elna sewing machines, embroi-
dery machines & overlockers. 


