
These are the readings for the Current Year
If you are a  Reader, Please check the roster for your rostered date 
then  find the date in the following table and click on the link at the 
right to view the reading for that date.  

Date Description
04-Jan-15 Epiphany Sunday
11-Jan-15 Baptism of the Lord
18-Jan-15 2nd Sunday of ordinary time
25-Jan-15 3rd Sunday of ordinary time
01-Feb-15 4th Sunday of ordinary time
08-Feb-15 5th Sunday of ordinary time
15-Feb-15 6th Sunday of ordinary time
22-Feb-15 1st Sunday of Lent
01-Mar-15 2nd Sunday of Lent
08-Mar-15 3rd Sunday of Lent
15-Mar-15 4th Sunday of Lent
22-Mar-15 5th Sunday of Lent
29-Mar-15 Palm Sunday
05-Apr-15 Easter Sunday
12-Apr-15 2nd Sunday in Easter time
19-Apr-15 3rd Sunday in Easter time
26-Apr-15 4th Sunday in Easter time

03-May-15 5th Sunday in Easter time
10-May-15 6th Sunday in Easter time
17-May-15 Ascension Sunday
24-May-15 Pentecost
31-May-15 Trinity Sunday
07-Jun-15 Corpus Christi
14-Jun-15 11th Sunday of Ordinary Time
21-Jun-15 12th Sunday of Ordinary Time
28-Jun-15 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time
05-Jul-15 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time
12-Jul-15 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time
19-Jul-15 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time
26-Jul-15 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time

02-Aug-15 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time
09-Aug-15 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time
16-Aug-15 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time
23-Aug-15 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time
30-Aug-15 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
06-Sep-15 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
13-Sep-15 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
20-Sep-15 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time
27-Sep-15 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time
04-Oct-15 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time
11-Oct-15 28th Sunday of Ordinary Time
18-Oct-15 29th Sunday of Ordinary Time
25-Oct-15 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time

01-Nov-15 All Saints
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08-Nov-15 32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
15-Nov-15 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
22-Nov-15 Christ the King
29-Nov-15 1st Sunday of Advent
06-Dec-15 2nd Sunday of Advent
13-Dec-15 3rd Sunday of Advent
20-Dec-15 4th Sunday of Advent
27-Dec-15 Holy Family
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Epiphany Sunday
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The glory of the Lord shines upon you.
Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is rising
on you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples.

Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears.
The nations come to your light and kings to your dawning brightness.

Lift up your eyes and look round: all are assembling and coming towards you, 
your sons from far away and daughters being tenderly carried.

At this sight you will grow radiant,  your heart throbbing and full;
since the riches of the sea will flow to you;
the wealth of the nations come to you;

camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;
everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense
and singing the praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
The revelation means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are 
parts of the same body.
You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he 
meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of 
the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his 
holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it means
that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, 
and the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Page 4 of 50



Baptism of the Lord 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Come to the water; listen to my words and you shall have life.
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 
though you have no money, come! 
Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk. 
Why spend money on what is not bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat and rich food to enjoy. 
Pay attention, come to me; 
listen, and your soul will live. 

With you I will make an everlasting covenant out of the favours promised to 
David. 
See, I have made of you a witness to the peoples, a leader and a master of the 
nations. 
See, you will summon a nation you never knew, those unknown will come 
hurrying to you, for the sake of the Lord your God, of the Holy One of Israel who
will glorify you. 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still near.
Let the wicked man abandon his ways, the evil man his thoughts. 
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, to our God who is rich 
in forgiving; 
for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways - it is the Lord 
who speaks. 
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth 
as my ways are above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. 

Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return 
without watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for 
the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not
return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was 
sent to do. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St John
The Spirit, the water and the blood give witness.
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by God; 
and whoever loves the Father that begot him loves the child whom he begets. 
We can be sure that we love God's children if we love God himself and do what 
he has commanded us; 
this is what loving God is - keeping his commandments; 
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and his commandments are not difficult, because anyone who has been begotten 
by God has already overcome the world; 
this is the victory over the world - our faith. 
Who can overcome the world? 
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God: Jesus Christ who came 
by water and blood, not with water only, but with water and blood; 
with the Spirit as another witness - since the Spirit is the truth - so that there are 
three witnesses, the Spirit, the water and the blood, and all three of them agree. 
We accept the testimony of human witnesses, but God's testimony is much 
greater, and this is God's testimony, given as evidence for his Son. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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2nd Sunday in ordinary time
A reading from the first book of Samuel
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening. 
Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord where the ark of God was, when 
the Lord called, 'Samuel! Samuel!' He answered, 'Here I am.' Then he ran to Eli 
and said, 'Here I am, since you called me'. Eli said, 'I did not call. Go back and lie
down.' So he went and lay down. Once again the Lord called, 'Samuel! Samuel!' 
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said. 'Here I am, since you called me.' He 
replied, 'I did not call you, my son; go back and lie down.' Samuel had as yet no 
knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to 
him. Once again the Lord called, the third time. He got up and went to Eli and 
said, 'Here I am, since you called me.' Eli then understood that it was the Lord 
who was calling the boy, and he said to Samuel, 'Go and lie down, and if 
someone calls say, "Speak Lord, your servant is listening"'. So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. 

The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done before, 'Samuel! 
Samuel!' Samuel answered, 'Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.' 

Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to the 
ground. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Your bodies are members of the body of Christ.
The body is not meant for fornication; it is for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body. God who raised the Lord from the dead, will by his power raise us up too. 

You know, surely, that your bodies are members making up the body of Christ; 
anyone who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. 

Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are committed outside the body; 
but to fornicate is to sin against your own body. Your body, you know, is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you since you received him from God. You 
are not your own property; you have been bought and paid for. That is why you 
should use your body for the glory of God. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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3rd Sunday in ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Jonah
The Ninevites renounced their evil ways.
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: 'Up!' he said 'Go to Nineveh, the 
great city, and preach to them as I told you to.' Jonah set out and went to Nineveh
in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond 
compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a 
day's journey. He preached in these words, 'Only forty days more and Nineveh is 
going to be destroyed.' And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they 
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least. 

God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: he did 
not inflict on them the disaster which he had threatened. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The world as we know it is passing away.
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though 
they had none, and those who mourn should live as though they had nothing to 
mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as though there were nothing 
to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as though they had 
nothing of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not 
become engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know it is passing 
away. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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4th Sunday in ordinary time 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
I will put my words into the prophet's mouth, and he will tell them all I command.
Moses said to the people: 'Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, 
from among yourselves, from your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is 
what you yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 
Assembly. "Do not let me hear again" you said "the voice of the Lord my God, 
nor look any longer on this great fire, or I shall die"; and the Lord said to me, 
"All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself for them
from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell them
all I command him. The man who does not listen to my words that he speaks in 
my name, shall be held answerable to me for it. But the prophet who presumes to 
say in my name a thing I have not commanded him to say, or who speaks in the 
name of other gods, that prophet shall die."'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The unmarried woman dedicates herself to the things of the Lord, that she might 
be holy.
I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote 
himself to the Lord's affairs, all he need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a 
married man has to bother about the world's affairs and devote himself to 
pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an unmarried woman, 
like a young girl, can devote herself to the Lord's affairs; all she need worry about
is being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, has to 
worry about the world's affairs and devote herself to pleasing her husband. I say 
this only to help you, not to put a halter round your necks, but simply to make 
sure that everything is as it should be, and that you give your undivided attention 
to the Lord. The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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5th Sunday in ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Job
I am filled with sorrow all day long.
Job began to speak: 

Is not man's life on earth nothing more than pressed service, 
his time no better than hired drudgery? 
Like the slave, sighing for the shade, 
or the workman with no thought but his wages, 
months of delusion I have assigned to me, 
nothing for my own but nights of grief. 
Lying in bed I wonder, 'When will it be day?' 
Risen I think, 'How slowly evening comes!' 
Restlessly I fret till twilight falls. 
Swifter than a weaver's shuttle my days have passed, 
and vanished, leaving no hope behind. 
Remember that my life is but a breath, 
and that my eyes will never again see joy. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Punishment will come to me if I do not preach the Gospel.
I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid on 
me; I should be punished if I did not preach it! If I had chosen this work myself, I
might have been paid for it, but as I have not, it is a responsibility which has been
put into my hands. Do you know what my reward is? It is this: in my preaching, 
to be able to offer the Good News free, and not insist on the rights which the 
gospel gives me. 

So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself the slave of everyone 
so as to win as many as I could. For the weak I made myself weak. I made myself
all things to all men in order to save some at any cost; and I still do this, for the 
sake of the gospel, to have a share in its blessing. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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6th Sunday in ordinary time
A reading from the book of Leviticus
As long as he is unclean, he must live alone, outside the camp.
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 'If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on
a man's skin, a case of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man must be 
taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who are his sons.

'The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is 
suffering from leprosy of the head. A man infected with leprosy must wear his 
clothing torn and his hair disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, 
"Unclean, unclean." As long as the disease lasts he must be unclean; and 
therefore he must live apart; he must live outside the camp.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory 
of God. Never do anything offensive to anyone - to Jews or Greeks or to the 
Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for 
my own advantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so that they may be 
saved.

Take me for your model, as I take Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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1st Sunday of Lent
A reading from the book of Genesis
I will recall the covenant between myself and you … the waters shall never again
become a flood to destroy all flesh.
God spoke to Noah and his sons, 'See, I establish my Covenant with you, and 
with your descendants after you; also with every living creature to be found with 
you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: everything that came out of the 
ark, everything that lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: nothing 
of flesh shall be swept away again by the waters of the flood. There shall be no 
flood to destroy the earth again.'

God said, 'Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and 
every living creature with you for all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and 
it shall be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the 
clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the 
Covenant between myself and you and every living creature of every kind. And 
so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all things of flesh.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St Peter
Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, died for the guilty, to 
lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, 
and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, 
when Noah was still building that ark which saved only a small group of eight 
people 'by water', and when God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits 
refused to believe. That water is a type of the baptism which saves you now, and 
which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered 
heaven and is at God's right hand, now that he has made the angels and 
Dominations and Powers his subjects. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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2nd Sunday of Lent
A reading from the book of Genesis
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.
God put Abraham to the test. 'Abraham, Abraham' he called. 'Here I am' he 
replied. 'Take your son,' God said 'your only child Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt offering, on a 
mountain I will point out to you.' 

When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to him, Abraham built an 
altar there and arranged the wood. Then he stretched out his hand and seized the 
knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, 
'Abraham, Abraham' he said. 'I am here' he replied. 'Do not raise your hand 
against the boy' the angel said. 'Do not harm him, for now I know you fear God. 
You have not refused me your son, your only son.' Then looking up, Abraham 
saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a
burnt-offering in place of his son. 

The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven. 'I swear by my
own self - it is the Lord who speaks - because you have done this, because you 
have not refused me your son, your only son, I will shower blessings on you, I 
will make your descendants as many as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand 
on the seashore. Your descendants shall gain possession of the gates of their 
enemies. All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, 
as a reward for your obedience.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
God did not spare his own Son.
With God on our side who can be against us? Since God did not spare his own 
Son, but gave him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he
will not refuse anything he can give. Could anyone accuse those that God has 
chosen? When God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No! He
not only died for us - he rose from the dead, and there at God's right hand he 
stands and pleads for us. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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3rd Sunday of Lent 
A reading from the book of Exodus
Give us water to drink.
Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. 'Why did you bring 
us out of Egypt?' they said. 'Was it so that I should die of thirst, my children too, 
and my cattle?' Moses appealed to the Lord. 'How am I to deal with this people?' 
he said. 'A little more and they will stone me!' The Lord said to Moses, 'Take 
with you some of the elders of Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. I shall be 
standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike the rock, and 
water will flow from it for the people to drink.' This is what Moses did, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah because 
of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and because they put the Lord to the test by 
saying, 'Is the Lord with us, or not?'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has 
been given us.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged righteous and at peace with
God, since it is by faith and through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace 
in which we can boast about looking forward to God's glory. This hope is not 
deceptive, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit which has been given us. We were still helpless when at his appointed 
moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a good man - 
though of course for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to die - but
what proves that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still 
sinners.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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4th Sunday of Lent
A reading from the first book of Samuel
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David king of Israel.
The Lord said to Samuel, 'Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to 
Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king among his sons.' When 
Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, 'Surely the Lord's anointed 
one stands there before him,' but the Lord said to Samuel, 'Take no notice of his 
appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not see as man sees; 
man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.' Jesse presented his 
seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, 'The Lord has not chosen these.' 
He then asked Jesse, 'Are these all the sons you have?' He answered, 'There is 
still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.' Then Samuel said to
Jesse, 'Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.' Jesse had him 
sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The 
Lord said, 'Come, anoint him, for this is the one.' At this, Samuel took the horn of
oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 
seized on David and stayed with him from that day on.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, 
for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try
to discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of 
darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret are things 
that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is said: Wake up 
from your sleep, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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5th Sunday of Lent
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.
The Lord says this: I am going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from 
your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall 
resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and 
done this - it is the Lord who speaks.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he will 
give life to your own mortal bodies.
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God.
Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the 
Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit 
of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is 
because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you 
have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own 
mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Palm Sunday
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed.
The Lord has given me a disciple's tongue.
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech.
Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple.
The Lord has opened my ear.
For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away.
I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard;
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle.
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults.
So, too, I set my face like flint;
I know I shall not be shamed.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high.
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God 
but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men are, 
and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a 
cross.
But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names 
so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the 
knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Easter Sunday
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
We have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead. 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: You must have heard about the 
recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in 
Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about 
doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.' Now I, and 
those with me, can witness to everything he did throughout the countryside of 
Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that they killed him by 
hanging him on a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him to life and 
allowed him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by certain witnesses 
God had chosen beforehand. Now we are those witnesses - we have eaten and 
drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead - and he has ordered us to 
proclaim this to his people and to tell them that God has appointed him to judge 
everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that all the prophets bear this witness: that all
who believe in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his name.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
Look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is.
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the 
things that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God's right hand. Let your 
thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the earth, because 
you have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when 
Christ is revealed - and he is your life - you too will be revealed in all your glory 
with him. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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2nd Sunday in Easter time
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The whole group was united, heart and soul.
The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for his 
own use anything that he had, as everything they owned was held in common.

The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great 
power, and they were all given great respect.

None of their members was ever in want, as all those who owned land or houses 
would sell them, and bring the money from them, to present it to the apostles; it 
was then distributed to any members who might be in need.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St John 
Anyone begotten by God has already overcome the world.
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by God;
and whoever loves the Father that begot him loves the child whom he begets.
We can be sure that we love God's children
if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us;
this is what loving God is - keeping his commandments;
and his commandments are not difficult, because anyone who has been begotten 
by God has already overcome the world;
this is the victory over the world - our faith.
Who can overcome the world?
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God;
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,
not with water only, 
but with water and blood;
with the Spirit as another witness - 
since the Spirit is the truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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3rd Sunday in Easter time
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
You have killed the prince of life; God, however, raised him from the dead.
Peter said to the people 'You are Israelites, and it is the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, who has glorified his servant Jesus, the same
Jesus you handed over and then disowned in the presence of Pilate, after Pilate 
had decided to release him. It was you who accused the Holy One, the Just One, 
you who demanded the reprieve of a murderer while you killed the prince of life. 
God, however, raised him from the dead, and to that fact we are the witnesses. 

'Now I know, brothers, that neither you nor your leaders had any idea what you 
were really doing; this was the way God carried out what he had foretold, when 
he said through all his prophets that his Christ would suffer. Now you must 
repent and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St John
Jesus Christ is the sacrifice that takes away our sins and those of the whole 
world.
I am writing this, my children, to stop you sinning; 
but if anyone should sin, we have our advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ, who is just; 
he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away, and not only ours, 
but the whole world's. 
We can be sure that we know God only by keeping his commandments. 
Anyone who says, 'I know him', and does not keep his commandments, is a liar, 
refusing to admit the truth. 
But when anyone does obey what he has said, God's love comes to perfection in 
him. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Page 20 of 50



4th Sunday in Easter time
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
This is the only name by which we can be saved.
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: 'Rulers of the people, and elders! If you 
are questioning us today about an act of kindness to a cripple, and asking us how 
he was healed, then I am glad to tell you all, and would indeed be glad to tell the 
whole people of Israel, that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the 
one you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by this name and by no other 
that this man is able to stand up perfectly healthy, here in your presence today. 
This is the stone rejected by you the builders, but which has proved to be the 
keystone. For of all the names in the world given to men, this is the only one by 
which we can be saved.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St John
We shall see God as he is. 
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 
by letting us be called God’s children; 
and that is what we are. 
Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not acknowledge us. 
My dear people, we are already the children of God 
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 
all we know is, that when it is revealed 
we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he really is. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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5th Sunday in Eater time
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and spoke to him on his journey.
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid 
of him: they could not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took 
charge of him, introduced him to the apostles, and explained how the Lord had 
appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and how he had preached 
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with them
in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But after he had 
spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became determined to kill 
him. When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from 
there to Tarsus. The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now 
left in peace, building themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled 
with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.  The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St John
His commandments are these: that we believe and that we love one another.
My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk, but something real and 
active; only by this can we be certain that we are the children of the truth and be 
able to quieten our conscience in his presence, whatever accusations it may raise 
against us, because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything. 
My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, we need not
be afraid in God's presence, and whatever we ask him, we shall receive, because 
we keep his commandments and live the kind of life that he wants. 
His commandments are these: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and that we love one another as he told us to. 
Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God and God lives in him. We know 
that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given us. The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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6th Sunday in Easter time
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the gentiles also.
As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, knelt at his feet and 
prostrated himself. But Peter helped him up. 'Stand up', he said 'I am only a man 
after all!' 

Then Peter addressed them: 'The truth I have now come to realise' he said 'is that 
God does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God 
and does what is right is acceptable to him.' 

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. 
Jewish believers who had accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit should be poured out on the pagans too, since they could hear 
them speaking strange languages and proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter 
himself then said, 'Could anyone refuse the water of baptism to these people, now
they have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?' He then gave orders 
for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged him 
to stay on for some days. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St John
God is love.
My dear people, let us love one another since love comes from God and everyone
who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, because God is love. 
God's love for us was revealed when God sent into the world his only Son so that 
we could have life through him; 
this is the love I mean: not our love for God, but God's love for us when he sent 
his Son to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.  The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Ascension Sunday 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken into 
heaven.
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught
from the beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had 
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown 
himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he 
had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When 
he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for what the Father had promised. 'It is' he had said 'what you have 
heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from 
now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.' 

Now having met together, they asked him, 'Lord, has the time come? Are you 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?' He replied, 'It is not for you to know 
times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my 
witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed 
to the ends of the earth.' 

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from 
their sight. They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white 
were standing near them and they said, 'Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of 
wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of 
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his 
call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and 
how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you 
can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise 
him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above 
every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can 
be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come. He has put all things 
under his feet, and made him as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation. 
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Pentecost Sunday
A reading from the book of Genesis
It was named Babel because there the Lord confused the language of the whole 
earth.
Throughout the earth men spoke the same language, with the same vocabulary. 
Now as they moved eastwards they found a plain in the land of Shinar where they
settled. They said to one another, 'Come, let us make bricks and bake them in the 
fire.' - For stone they used bricks, and for mortar they used bitumen. - 'Come,' 
they said 'let us build ourselves a town and a tower with its top reaching heaven. 
Let us make a name for ourselves, so that we may not be scattered about the 
whole earth.'

Now the Lord came down to see the town and the tower that the sons of man had 
built. 'So they are all a single people with a single language!' said the Lord. 'This 
is but the start of their undertakings! There will be nothing too hard for them to 
do. Come, let us go down and confuse their language on the spot so that they can 
no longer understand one another.' The Lord scattered them thence over the 
whole face of the earth, and they stopped building the town. It was named Babel 
therefore, because there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth. It 
was from there that the Lord scattered them over the whole face of the earth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into words.
From the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in
one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the 
first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set 
free. For we must be content to hope that we shall be saved - our salvation is not 
in sight, we should not have to be hoping for it if it were - but, as I say, we must 
hope to be saved since we are not saved yet - it is something we must wait for 
with patience.

The Spirit too comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose 
words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way 
that could never be put into words, and God who knows everything in our hearts 
knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed by
the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Trinity Sunday
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
The Lord himself is God in heaven above and on earth below: there is no other.
Moses said to the people: 'Put this question to the ages that are past, that went 
before you, from the time God created man on earth: Was there ever a word so 
majestic, from one end of heaven to the other? Was anything ever heard? Did 
ever a people hear the voice of the living God speaking from the heart of the fire, 
as you heard it, and remain alive? Has any god ventured to take to himself one 
nation from the midst of another by ordeals, signs, wonders, war with mighty 
hand and outstretched arm, by fearsome terrors - all this that the Lord your God 
did for you before your eyes in Egypt? 

'Understand this today, therefore, and take it to heart: The Lord is God indeed, in 
heaven above as on earth beneath, he and no other. Keep his laws and 
commandments as I give them to you today so that you and your children may 
prosper and live long in the land that the Lord your God gives you for ever.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
You have received the Spirit that makes you God's own children, and in that 
Spirit we call God: Father, our Father!
Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. The spirit you received is not the 
spirit of slaves bringing fear into your lives again; it is the spirit of sons, and it 
makes us cry out, 'Abba, Father!' The Spirit himself and our spirit bear united 
witness that we are children of God. And if we are children we are heirs as well: 
heirs of God and coheirs with Christ, sharing his sufferings so as to share his 
glory. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Body and Blood of Christ Sunday
A reading from the book of Exodus
This is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made with you.
Moses went and told the people all the commands of the Lord and all the 
ordinances. In answer, all the people said with one voice, 'We will observe 
all the commands that the Lord has decreed.' Moses put all the commands of 
the Lord into writing, and early next morning he built an altar at the foot of 
the mountain, with twelve standing-stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Then he directed certain young Israelites to offer holocausts and to immolate 
bullocks to the Lord as communion sacrifices. Half of the blood Moses took 
up and put into basins, the other half he cast on the altar. And taking the 
Book of the Covenant he read it to the listening people, and they said, 'We 
will observe all that the Lord has decreed; we will obey.' then Moses took the
blood and cast it towards the people. 'This' he said 'is the blood of the 
Covenant that the Lord has made with you, containing all these rules.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
The blood of Christ will purify our inner selves.
Now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the blessings which were to 
come. He has passed through the greater, the more perfect tent, which is 
better than one made by men's hands because it is not of this created order; 
and he has entered the sanctuary once and for all, taking with him not the 
blood of goats and bull calves, but his own blood, having won an eternal 
redemption for us. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer are 
sprinkled on those who have incurred defilement and they restore the 
holiness of their outward lives; how much more effectively the blood of 
Christ, who offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to God through the 
eternal Spirit, can purify our inner self from dead actions so that we do our 
service to the living God. 

He brings a new covenant, as the mediator, only so that the people who 
were called to an eternal inheritance may actually receive what was 
promised: his death took place to cancel the sins that infringed the earlier 
covenant. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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11th Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
I have made the small tree great.
The Lord says this:

'From the top of the cedar, from the highest branch I will take a shoot and plant it 
myself on a very high mountain. I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. It 
will sprout branches and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Every kind of bird 
will live beneath it, every winged creature rest in the shade of its branches. And 
every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am the one who stunts tall trees 
and makes the low ones grow,
who withers green trees and makes the withered green. I, the Lord, have spoken, 
and I will do it.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it, we are intent on pleasing the 
Lord.
We are always full of confidence when we remember that to live in the body 
means to be exiled from the Lord, going as we do by faith and not by sight - we 
are full of confidence, I say, and actually want to be exiled from the body and 
make our home with the Lord. Whether we are living in the body or exiled from 
it, we are intent on pleasing him. For all the truth about us will be brought out in 
the law court of Christ, and each of us will get what he deserves for the things he 
did in the body, good or bad.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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12th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the book of Job
Here I have set the boundaries of the sea.
From the heart of the tempest the Lord gave Job his answer. He said: Who 
pent up the sea behind closed doors when it leapt tumultuous out of the 
womb, when I wrapped it in a robe of mist and made black clouds its 
swaddling bands; when I marked the bounds it was not to cross and made it 
fast with a bolted gate? Come thus far, I said, and no farther; here your proud
waves shall break.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
All things are made new.
The love of Christ overwhelms us when we reflect that if one man has died 
for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he died for all was so that
living men should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and 
was raised to life for them.

From now onwards, therefore, we do not judge anyone by the standards of 
the flesh. Even if we did once know Christ in the flesh, that is not how we 
know him now. And for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the 
old creation has gone, and now the new one is here.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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13th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the book of Wisdom
It was the devil's envy that brought death into the world.
Death was not God's doing, 
he takes no pleasure in the extinction of the living. 
To be - for this he created all; 
the world's created things have health in them, 
in them no fatal poison can be found, 
and Hades holds no power on earth; 
for virtue is undying. 
Yet God did make man imperishable, 
he made him in the image of his own nature; 
it was the devil's envy that brought death into the world, 
as those who are his partners will discover.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Your abundance should supply their want.
You always have the most of everything - of faith, of eloquence, of 
understanding, of keenness for any cause, and the biggest share of our 
affection - so we expect you to put the most into this work of mercy too. 
Remember how generous the Lord Jesus was: he was rich, but he became 
poor for your sake, to make you rich out of his poverty. This does not mean 
that to give relief to others you ought to make things difficult for yourselves: 
it is a question of balancing what happens to be your surplus now against 
their present need, and one day they may have something to spare that will 
supply your own need. That is how we strike a balance: as scripture says: 
The man who gathered much had none too much, the man who gathered little
did not go short.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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14th Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The people are rebellious; they shall know there will be a prophet in their 
midst.
The spirit came into me and made me stand up, and I heard the Lord 
speaking to me. He said, 'Son of man, I am sending you up to the Israelites, 
to the rebels who have turned against me. Till now they and their ancestors 
have been in revolt against me. The sons are defiant and obstinate; I am 
sending you to them, to say, "The Lord says this." Whether they listen or not,
this set of rebels shall know there is a prophet among them.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
I will glory in my infirmities so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
In view of the extraordinary nature of these revelations, to stop me from 
getting too proud I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat 
me and stop me from getting too proud! About this thing, I have pleaded 
with the Lord three times for it to leave me, but he has said, 'My grace is 
enough for you: my power is at its best in weakness.' So I shall be very 
happy to make my weaknesses my special boast so that the power of Christ 
may stay over me, and that is why I am quite content with my weaknesses, 
and with insults, hardships, persecutions, and the agonies I go through for 
Christ's sake. For it is when I am weak that I am strong. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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15th  Sunday in ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Amos
Go, prophesy to my people.
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, 'Go away, seer; get back to the 
land of Judah; earn your bread there, do your prophesying there. We want no
more prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal sanctuary, the national temple.' 
'I was no prophet, neither did I belong to any of the brotherhoods of 
prophets.' Amos replied to Amaziah, 'I was a shepherd, and looked after 
sycamores: but it was the Lord who took me from herding the flock, and the 
Lord who said, "Go, prophesy to my people Israel."' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Before the world was made, he chose us in Christ.
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. Before
the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ,
to be holy and spotless, and to live through love in his presence, 
determined that we should become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for
his own kind purposes, 
to make us praise the glory of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved 
in whom, through his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our 
sins. Such is the richness of the grace 
which he has showered on us in all wisdom and insight. 
He has let us know the mystery of his purpose, 
the hidden plan he so kindly made in Christ from the beginning to act upon 

when the times had run their course to the end: 
that he would bring everything together under Christ, as head, 
everything in the heavens and everything on earth. 

And it is in him that we were claimed as God's own, 
chosen from the beginning, 
under the predetermined plan of the one who guides all things as he decides 

by his own will; chosen to be, 
for his greater glory, 
the people who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. Now you 
too, in him, 
have heard the message of the truth and the good news of your salvation, and
have believed it: 
and you have been stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the Promise,
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the pledge of our inheritance which brings freedom for those whom God has 
taken for his own, to make his glory praised. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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16th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
The remnant of the flock I will gather to me, and bring them back to their 
pastures. 
'Doom for the shepherds who allow the flock of my pasture to be destroyed 
and scattered - it is the Lord who speaks! This, therefore, is what the Lord, 
the God of Israel, says about the shepherds in charge of my people: You 
have let my flock be scattered and go wandering and have not taken care of 
them. Right, I will take care of you for your misdeeds - it is the Lord who 
speaks! But the remnant of my flock I myself will gather from all the 
countries where I have dispersed them, and will bring them back to their 
pastures: they shall be fruitful and increase in numbers. I will raise up 
shepherds to look after them and pasture them; no fear, no terror for them 
any more; not one shall be lost - it is the Lord who speaks! 'See the days are 
coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I will raise a virtuous Branch for 
David,who will reign as true king and be wise, practising honesty and 
integrity in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel dwell in 
confidence. and this is the name he will be called: The Lord-our-integrity.'

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Christ, our peace, has made us one.
In Christ Jesus, you that used to be so far from us have been brought very 
close, by the blood of Christ. For he is the peace between us, and has made 
the two into one and broken down the barrier which used to keep them apart, 
actually destroying in his own person the hostility caused by the rules and 
decrees of the Law. This was to create one single New Man in himself out of
the two of them and by restoring peace through the cross, to unite them both 
in a single Body and reconcile them with God. In his own person he killed 
the hostility. Later he came to bring the good news of peace, peace to you 
who were far away and peace to those who were near at hand. Through him, 
both of us have in the one Spirit our way to come to the Father. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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17th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the second book of the Kings
They will eat and have some left over.
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing Elisha, the man of God, bread 
from the first-fruits, twenty barley loaves and fresh grain in the ear. 'Give it 
to the people to eat,' Elisha said. But his servant replied, 'How can I serve 
this to a hundred men?' 'Give it to the people to eat' he insisted for the Lord 
says this, "They will eat and have some over."' He served them; they ate and 
had some over, as the Lord had said. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
There is one body, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your 
vocation. Bear with one another charitably, in complete selflessness, 
gentleness and patience. Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by 
the peace that binds you together. There is one Body, one Spirit, just as you 
were all called into one and the same hope when you were called. There is 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of all, through 
all and within all. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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18th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the first book of Exodus
I will rain bread from heaven upon you.
The whole community of the sons of Israel began to complain against Moses
and Aaron in the wilderness and said to them, 'Why did we not die at the 
Lord's hand in the land of Egypt, when we were able to sit down to pans of 
meat and could eat bread to our heart's content! As it is, you have brought us 
to this wilderness to starve this whole company to death!' 

Then the Lord said to Moses, 'Now I will rain down bread for you from the
heavens. Each day the people are to go out and gather the day's portion; I 
propose to test them in this way to see whether they will follow my law or 
not.' 

'I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel. Say this to them, 
"Between the two evenings you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall 
have bread to your heart's content. Then you will learn that I, the Lord, am 
your God."' And so it came about: quails flew up in the evening, and they 
covered the camp; in the morning there was a coating of dew all round the 
camp. When the coating of dew lifted, there on the surface of the desert was 
a thing delicate, powdery, as fine as hoarfrost on the ground. When they saw 
this, the sons of Israel said to one another, 'What is that?' not knowing what it
was. 'That' said Moses to them 'is the bread the Lord gives you to eat.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Put on the new person that has been created in God's image.
I want to urge you in the name of the Lord, not to go on living the aimless 
kind of life that pagans live. Now that is hardly the way you have learnt from
Christ, unless you failed to hear him properly when you were taught what the
truth is in Jesus. You must give up your old way of life; you must put aside 
your old self, which gets corrupted by following illusory desires. Your mind 
must be renewed by a spiritual revolution so that you can put on the new self 
that has been created in God's way, in the goodness and holiness of the truth. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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19th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the first book of the Kings
Strengthened by the food, he walked to the mountain of the Lord.
Elijah went into the wilderness, a day's journey, and sitting under a furze 
bush wished he were dead. 'Lord,' he said 'I have had enough. Take my life; I
am no better than my ancestors.' Then he lay down and went to sleep. But an 
angel touched him and said, 'Get up and eat.' He looked round, and there at 
his head was a scone baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and 
drank and then lay down again. But the angel of the Lord came back a 
second time and touched him and said, 'Get up and eat, or the journey will be
too long for you.' So he got up and ate and drank, and strengthened by that 
food he walked for forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Walk in love, just as Christ.
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God who has marked you with his seal for 
you to be set free when the day comes. Never have grudges against others, or
lose your temper, or raise your voice to anybody, or call each other names, or
allow any sort of spitefulness. Be friends with one another, and kind, 
forgiving each other as readily as God forgave you in Christ. 

Try, then, to imitate God, as children of his that he loves, and follow Christ
by loving as he loved you, giving himself up in our place as a fragrant 
offering and a sacrifice to God. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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20th  Sunday in ordinary time
A reading from the book of Proverbs
Come and eat my bread; drink the wine I have prepared. 
Wisdom has built herself a house, she has erected her seven pillars, she has 
slaughtered her beasts, prepared her wine, she has laid her table. She has 
despatched her maidservants and proclaimed from the city's heights: 'Who is 
ignorant? Let him step this way.' To the fool she says, 
'Come and eat my bread, drink the wine I have prepared! 
Leave your folly and you will live, walk in the ways of perception.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Be watchful that you may know the will of God.
Be very careful about the sort of lives you lead, like intelligent and not like 
senseless people. This may be a wicked age, but your lives should redeem it. 
And do not be thoughtless but recognise what is the will of the Lord. Do not 
drug yourselves with wine, this is simply dissipation; be filled with the 
Spirit. Sing the words and tunes of the psalms and hymns when you are 
together, and go on singing and chanting to the Lord in your hearts, so that 
always and everywhere you are giving thanks to God who is our Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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21st Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the book of Joshua
We will serve the Lord God, because he is our God.
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called 
the elders, leaders, judges and scribes of Israel, and they presented 
themselves before God. Then Joshua said to all the people: 'If you will not 
serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve, whether the gods that 
your ancestors served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are now living. As for me and my House, we will serve the 
Lord.'

The people answered, 'We have no intention of deserting the Lord our God
who brought us and our ancestors out of the land of Egypt, the house of 
slavery, who worked those great wonders before our eyes and preserved us 
all along the way we travelled and among all the peoples through whom we 
journeyed. We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God.' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
This is the great mystery, it applies to Christ and the Church.
Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard their 
husbands as they regard the Lord, since as Christ is head of the Church and 
saves the whole body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the 
Church submits to Christ, so should wives submit to their husbands, in 
everything. Husbands should love their wives just as Christ loved the Church
and sacrificed himself for her to make her holy. He made her clean by 
washing her in water with a form of words, so that when he took her to 
himself she would be glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or anything like 
that, but holy and faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their wives 
as they love their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him to love 
himself. A man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and looks after it; 
and that is the way Christ treats the Church, because it is his body - and we 
are its living parts. For this reason, a man must leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one body. This mystery 
has many implications; but I am saying it applies to Christ and the Church. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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22nd  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from book of Deuteronomy
You may add nothing to the word which I speak to you - keep the commands 
of the Lord.
Moses said to the people: 'Now, Israel, take notice of the laws and customs 
that I teach you today, and observe them, that you may have life and may 
enter and take possession of the land that the Lord the God of your fathers is 
giving you. You must add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing 
from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God just as I lay them 
down for you. Keep them, observe them, and they will demonstrate to the 
peoples your wisdom and understanding. When they come to know of all 
these laws they will exclaim, "No other people is as wise and prudent as this 
great nation." And indeed, what great nation is there that has its gods so near 
as the Lord our God that has laws and customs to match this whole Law that 
I put before you today?' 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St James
Be doers of the word.
It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; 
it comes down from the Father of all light; with him there is no such thing as 
alteration, no shadow of a change. By his own choice he made us his 
children by the message of the truth so that we should be a sort of first-fruits 
of all that he had created.

Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in you and can save 
your souls. But you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen to it 
and deceive yourselves. Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father
is this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need it, and 
keeping oneself uncontaminated by the world. The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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23rd  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Then the ears of the deaf shall be opened and the tongues of the dumb speak.
Say to all faint hearts, 'Courage! Do not be afraid.  'Look, your God is 
coming, vengeance is coming,  the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.' Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; for water gushes in the desert, 
streams in the wasteland, the scorched earth becomes a lake, the parched 
land springs of water. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St James
Has not God chosen the poor of the world to inherit the kingdom?
My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord, 
with the making of distinctions between classes of people. Now suppose a 
man comes into your synagogue, beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on,
and at the same time a poor man comes in, in shabby clothes, and you take 
notice of the well-dressed man, and say, 'Come this way to the best seats;' 
then you tell the poor man, 'Stand over there' or 'You can sit on the floor by 
my foot-rest.' Can't you see that you have used two different standards in 
your mind, and turned yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that? 

Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to the world 
that God chose, to be rich in faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which 
he promised to those who love him. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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24th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I gave my body to those who struck me.
The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made no resistance,
neither did I turn away.I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks
to those who tore at my beard;
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle.

The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults.
So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.My vindicator 
is here at hand. 
Does anyone start proceedings against me?
Then let us go to court together.
Who thinks he has a case against me?
Let him approach me. The Lord is coming to my help,
who dare condemn me?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St James
Faith without good works is dead.
Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never done a single good 
act but claims that he has faith. Will that faith save him? If one of the 
brothers or one of the sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to 
live on, and one of you says to them, 'I wish you well; keep yourself warm 
and eat plenty,' without giving them these bare necessities of life, then what 
good is that? Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it is quite 
dead.

This is the way to talk to people of that kind: 'You say you have faith and I
have good deeds; I will prove to you that I have faith by showing you my 
good deeds - now you prove to me that you have faith without any good 
deeds to show.'

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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25th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the book of Wisdom
Let us condemn him to a most shameful death.
The godless say to themselves, 
'Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he annoys us 
and opposes our way of life, reproaches us for our breaches of the law and 
accuses us of playing false to our upbringing. 
Let us see if what he says is true, let us observe what kind of end he himself 
will have. If the virtuous man is God's son, God will take his part and rescue 
him from the clutches of his enemies. Let us test him with cruelty and with 
torture, and thus explore this gentleness of his and put his endurance to the 
proof. Let us condemn him to a shameful death since he will be looked after 
- we have his word for it.' The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter of St James
Justice is the harvest of peacemakers from seeds sown in a spirit of peace.
Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find disharmony, and wicked 
things of every kind being done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from 
above is essentially something pure; it also makes for peace, and is kindly 
and considerate; it is full of compassion and shows itself by doing good; nor 
is there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when they 
work for peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness. 

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first start? Isn't it 
precisely in the desires fighting inside your own selves? You want something
and you haven't got it; so you are prepared to kill. You have an ambition that 
you cannot satisfy; so you fight to get your way by force. Why you don't 
have what you want is because you don't pray for it; when you do pray and 
don't get it, it is because you have not prayed properly, you have prayed for 
something to indulge your own desires. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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26th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the book of Numbers
Are you jealous on my account? Who decrees that all people may prophesy?
The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but took some of the spirit 
that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the spirit came on them they 
prophesied, but not again. Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was called Eldad 
and the other Medad. The spirit came down on them; though they had not gone to the 
Tent, their names were enrolled among the rest. These began to prophesy in the camp. 
The young man ran to tell this to Moses, 'Look,' he said 'Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp.' Then said Joshua the son of Nun, who had served Moses from
his youth, 'My Lord Moses, stop them!' Moses answered him, 'Are you jealous on my 
account? If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave his 
Spirit to them all!' 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
A reading from the letter of St James
Your wealth is rotting.
An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are coming to
you. Your wealth is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. All 
your gold and your silver are corroding away, and the same corrosion will be
your own sentence, and eat into your body. It was a burning fire that you 
stored up as your treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed your fields, 
and you cheated them - listen to the wages that you kept back, calling out; 
realise that the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
On earth you have had a life of comfort and luxury; in the time of slaughter 
you went on eating to your heart's content. It was you who condemned the 
innocent and killed them; they offered you no resistance. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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27th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the book of Genesis
They were two in one flesh.
The Lord God said, 'It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make 
him a helpmate.' So from the soil the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts 
and all the birds of heaven. These he brought to the man to see what he 
would call them; each one was to bear the name the man would give it. The 
man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of heaven and all the wild 
beasts. But no helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the Lord 
God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while he slept, he took one of 
his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. The Lord God built the rib he had taken 
from the man into a woman, and brought her to the man. The man 
exclaimed: 'This at last is bone from my bones and flesh from my flesh!  
This is to be called woman, for this was taken from man.' This is why a man 
leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, and they become 
one body. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
He who sanctifies, and those who are sanctified have one origin.
We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels 
and is now crowned with glory and splendour because he submitted to death;
by God's grace he had to experience death for all mankind. 

As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons into glory, it was 
appropriate that God, for whom everything exists and through whom 
everything exists, should make perfect, through suffering, the leader who 
would take them to their salvation. For the one who sanctifies, and the ones 
who are sanctified, are of the same stock; that is why he openly calls them 
brothers. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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28th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the book of Wisdom
In comparison to wisdom, I held riches as nothing.
I prayed, and understanding was given me; 
I entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. 
I esteemed her more than sceptres and thrones; 
compared with her, I held riches as nothing. 
I reckoned no priceless stone to be her peer, 
for compared with her, all gold is a pinch of sand, 
and beside her silver ranks as mud. 
I loved her more than health or beauty, 
preferred her to the light, 
since her radiance never sleeps. 
In her company all good things came to me, 
at her hands riches not to be numbered. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
The word of God discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double-edged
sword but more finely: it can slip through the place where the soul is divided 
from the spirit, or joints from the marrow; it can judge the secret emotions 
and thoughts. No created thing can hide from him; everything is uncovered 
and open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give account of ourselves.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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29th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
If he offers his life in atonement, he shall see his heirs and have long life.
The Lord has been pleased to crush his servant with suffering. 
If he offers his life in atonement, 
he shall see his heirs, he shall have a long life 
and through him what the Lord wishes will be done. 

His soul's anguish over 
he shall see the light and be content. 
By his sufferings shall my servant justify many, 
taking their faults on himself. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Let us be confident in approaching the throne of grace.
Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we have the supreme high priest who has 
gone through to the highest heaven, we must never let go of the faith that we 
have professed. For it is not as if we had a high priest who was incapable of 
feeling our weaknesses with us; but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way that we are, though he is without sin. Let us be confident, then, in 
approaching the throne of grace, that we shall have mercy from him and find 
grace when we are in need of help. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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30th  Sunday in Ordinary time
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
I shall lead them back in mercy - both the blind and the lame.
The Lord says this: 

Shout with joy for Jacob!  

Hail the chief of nations! 
Proclaim! Praise! Shout! 
'The Lord has saved his people, 
the remnant of Israel!' 
See, I will bring them back from the land of the North
and gather them from the far ends of earth; all of them: the blind and the 
lame, women with child, women in labour: 
a great company returning here. 
They had left in tears, I will comfort them as I lead them back; I will guide 
them to streams of water, by a smooth path where they will not stumble. For 
I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born son. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
You are a priest forever, in the line of Melchizedek.
Every high priest has been taken out of mankind and is appointed to act for 
men in their relations with God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins; and so 
he can sympathise with those who are ignorant or uncertain because he too 
lives in the limitations of weakness. That is why he has to make sin offerings
for himself as well as for the people. No one takes this honour on himself, 
but each one is called by God, as Aaron was. Nor did Christ give himself the 
glory of becoming high priest, but he had it from the one who said to him: 
You are my son, today I have become your father, and in another text: You 
are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for ever. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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All Saints Sunday
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
I saw an immense crowd, beyond hope of counting, of people from every 
nation, race, tribe and language.

I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, carrying the seal of the 
living God; he called in a powerful voice to the four angels whose duty was 
to devastate land and sea, 'Wait before you do any damage on land or at sea 
or to the trees, until we have put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of 
God.' Then I heard how many were sealed: a hundred and forty-four 
thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel.

After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every 
nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing in front of the throne and
in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their 
hands. They shouted aloud, 'Victory to our God, who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb!' And all the angels who were standing in a circle round the 
throne, surrounding the elders and the four animals, prostrated themselves 
before the throne, and touched the ground with their foreheads, worshipping 
God with these words, 'Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honour and power and strength to our God for ever and 
ever. Amen.'

One of the elders then spoke and asked me, 'Do you know who these 
people are, dressed in white robes, and where they have come from?' I 
answered him, 'You can tell me, my Lord.' Then he said, 'These are the 
people who have been through the great persecution, and they have washed 
their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St John
We shall see God as he really is.
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,
by letting us be called God's children; and that is what we are.Because the 
world refused to acknowledge him, therefore it does not acknowledge us. My
dear people, we are already the children of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed;
all we know is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.
Surely everyone who entertains this hope
must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ.

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
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