
 

 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .     P .O. Box 2152  

Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: meltonsouth@cam.org.au 

Parish Homepage:     stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com  (includes Padua News) 

Office Hours:      Wed & Fri. 8.30am—4.30pm Friday 8.30 - 4.00pm 

Baptism of the Lord Year C                                          10th January 2016 

Let us pray that we will be faithful to our Baptism. 
 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
 
Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-12) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 
 

MASS & DEVOTION TIMES THIS WEEK  
 

Tuesday morning:   No morning Mass 
Tuesday evening:   6.30pm 
Wednesday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Thursday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Friday morning:    9.15am Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass   5.30pm   

Sunday      8.30am   &   10.30am 
 

INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION 
Saturday    4.45pm 
 

BAPTISM 

Baptism Preparation Meeting: 6.30-8.00pm in the Church  
Thursday 28th January for Baptisms 7th & 21st February.  
See details on Parish Homepage as listed above and download 
forms. Fill them out and bring them to the Baptism Preparation 
Meeting for your chosen date along with a copy of your child’s Birth 
Certificate. Both parents are required to attend these meetings. 
We kindly request adults only please. Contact Father Fabian or 
the Parish Office if you have any questions. Phone 9747 9692.  
 

Adult Preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation through the  R.C.I.A. 
Program. See Father Fabian or the Parish Office for information. 
 

Please note there are no Baptisms in January 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

Sue Alexander         0400 171 843  
Godwin Barton            9747 9493 
Naim Chdid         0437 004 790 
Lillian Christian         0400 441 257 
Stephen Fernandes     0439  743 533    
Amy Honrade         9747 0078 
Natalie Howard           0410 478 046    
Rose Ma’ae                0431 386 473     
Marthese Mercieca      0421 378 691   

 Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 103 
 

   

Comm:   Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 
 

All:         Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 
    
Lord God, how great you are, 
Clothed in majesty and glory, 
Wrapped in light as in a robe! 
You stretch out the heavens like a tent. 
 
Above the rains you build your dwelling. 
You make the clouds your chariot, 
You walk on wings of the wind, 
You make the winds your messengers 
And flashing fire your servants. 
 
How many are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have made them all. 
The earth is full of your riches. 
There is the sea, vast and wide, 
With its moving swarms past counting, 
Living things great and small. 
 
All of these look to you 
To give them their food in due season. 
You give it, they gather it up: 
You open your hand they have their fill. 
 
You take back your spirit, they die, 
Returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
And you renew the face of the earth. 
 

ALL: Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 
    

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
John said: He who is to come is mightier that I; 
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Alleluia! 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                          Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      

St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster  

Ex-Officio:  
Fr Fabian Smith PP,  
Fr John Paul Mount &  
Damien Schuster 
 

Council Secretary: Judy 
Johnson 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP QUADRANT                            
NEXT WEEK  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C  16th & 17th January 
   Readers                Special Ministers      
   5.30 Stephen Fernandes Philip Anyayahan, John Little, Doris/George Bonello and Margaret Vella. 
  8.30 John Brewis  Sue Alexander, Bill Disco and Lois Brewis. 
10.30  Susan Malinov   Elaine Hope, Josephine German and Naim Chdid. 
 

Next Week’s Readings:  Is 62:1-5 1Cor 12:4-11  Jn 12:1-11 
 MASS COORDINATORS / COMMENTATORS     5.30pm - Stephen Fernandes and Dolores Turcsan. 
16th & 17th January        8.30am - Marie Wytkamp and Carmen Vella. 
      10.30am - George Nooromplakal and Josephine German. 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS WEEKEND 9th & 10th January  
5.30: Judy Van Hoos  8.30am Pat Chiles  10.30am:Kim Barton 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  FOR NEXT WEEKEND 16th & 17th January  
5.30: Lisa Arena  8.30am Edwina La Rose  10.30am:John & Kristina Scerri 
CLEANING ROSTER : Tuesday 12th January (pm): George Christian and Lina Atoa 
   Saturday 16th January: Mary Portelli, Joan Monaghan. Gilles Maitre and Ian Coldero 
 

NEWS FROM THE FAITH FORMATION QUADRANT 
Divine Mercy   1st Sunday of the month at 3.00pm .    
Fatima Statue   Group 1: Joe & Josephine Grima 9746 7904 
  Group 2: David & anne Leheny 0405 621 232 
 

PARISH RETREAT 
ST ANTHONY’S WILL BE HOLDING A PARISH RETREAT ON THE 29TH—31ST JANUARY 
MORE INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW. 
 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
The Legion of Mary meet at 6.00pm on a Wednesday evening. All are welcome. 
 

ST ANTHONY’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM CATECHESIS STARTS ON SATURDAY 30TH JANUARY  
AT 2pm.  

BELIEVE 2016 YOUTH CONFERENCE 
St. Anthony of Padua Parish will host the 4-day youth conference from Jan 14-17 2016.   For more information, please 
contact Gavin Maitre at 0413 406 579 or the brothers at 0422 602 232. Thank you! 
 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CARE QUADRANT 
 
 

We pray for the death anniversary at this time of: Molimau Asiata, Emmanuel Bonello, Joseph Buttigieg,  
Lorraine & Toni Camilleri, Ursula & Joe Formosa,  Letizia Gatt, and Louis & Grace Stellini. 

Please pray for the Sick: Hilary Dovaston, John Xuereb, Irene Rahilly, Sr. Mary Gavaghan,  
Helen Marley, Therese Hall,  Ian Nowak, Michael Saunders and all those who have requested our prayers. 
ST ANTHONY’S YOUTH GROUP 

St. Anthony’s Youth Group has recommenced on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm.  
 

NEWS FROM THE SERVICE / COMMUNITY QUADRANT 
 

ST. ANTHONY’S PARISH BINGO     

Bingo will be resuming this Tuesday  the 19th January. 
 

NEWS FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
Parishioners please note that the Parish Office is on holidays will not be reopen until 3rd February.  
If you have any enquiries please see Father Fabian or call Father on 0403 435 471. 

CELEBRATE ST MARY MACKILLOP’S BIRTHDAY. WITH CAKE!  
Friday 15 January 2016, 11am 
All Saints Church, King William Street, Fitzroy 
Come celebrate the birthday of St Mary MacKillop as the first official event in Melbourne of the Sesquicentenary of the 
Sisters of St Joseph (1866–2016). Each year the birthday Mass is celebrated at All Saints Church Fitzroy, the suburb 
where Mary MacKillop was born in 1842. Following Mass refreshments will be served in All Saints Church Hall and the 
traditional cutting of the birthday cake will also take place. 



 

 

Bear Wrongs Patiently 
We all experience hardships that seem unfair. Most of 

the wrongs we suffer are caused by people around us, but 

others simply come from situations in life. We need to 

look at how to bear both kinds of wrongs patiently. 

Some wrongs in life come from situations over which 

we have little or no control and which no one intends. 

They can happen at any time and in any way, and they 

can involve things that are very simple or very serious. For 

example, something is misplaced that we need 

immediately, and even St Anthony does not answer our 

prayer to find it right away. Or there is an electrical power 

outage just when we are about to save an important file 

on the computer. 

Some difficulties are more serious in their 

consequences—a teenage son getting involved in an 

accident leading to serious injury, a sickness that causes 

lasting physical or emotional health problems, or a loss of 

one’s job. We must learn to deal with these situations, to 

accept them, and to work through them. 

However, if our best efforts fail, we may have to be 

resigned to that fact. We must try to bear these ‘wrongs’ 

patiently. We do this by accepting with trust in God the 

things that he permits to happen that we cannot change. 

Most of the wrongs we experience come from other 

people. Depending on the wrong done or the wrongdoer, 

our annoyance level will measure higher or lower. Maybe 

someone takes us for granted, or treats us with a matter-

of-fact attitude instead of friendliness. Another person 

fails to help us in a small matter when the need for help 

was obvious. Sometimes the wrongs can be sharper, as 

when people are rude to us. 

Many of the wrongs that come from other people, 

however, come through thoughtlessness. They are not 

deliberately intended, but they still cause us irritation. In 

such cases we must learn patience to die to our self-love. 

We need to deal with our hurt feelings without undue 

anger or reacting in a manner that would betray our love 

for Christ. Needless to say, for many of us it takes much 

practice before we can perform this spiritual work of 

mercy. 

When people disrupt our privacy and enter into our 

comfort zone by making demands on our time, attention, 

or service, we will feel annoyed at them. For example, 

just when we have our time already planned out in terms 

of what we are going to do, someone unexpectedly 

comes along who needs our help or attention. This is a 

needy brother in Christ who has come, or perhaps we can 

say it is Christ who comes in a needy brother. And when 

he comes at a time when we had other plans, it can be 

extremely distressing. It takes a great deal of patience to 

accept people and situations that are unexpected, or 

inconvenient, or irritating. 

Other wrongs come from those who make life 

unnecessarily difficult. These people affect us by their 

thoughtlessness, laziness, and even negligence of duty. 

This means that, many times, we end up having to clean 

up after them. Their carelessness makes a lot of extra 

work for a lot of other people. Usually we experience 

varying degrees of anger toward these people. We might 

even react: “Who needs these people?” It is precisely at 

these moments that Jesus would say to us, “You do, and 

that is why I sent these people to you.” It’s precisely these 

kinds of people who help us to grow in patience. 

Dealing with our impatience 
Impatience is a slight irritability that we show when 

people annoy us. One good way of being prepared to 

resist the impulse to impatience is to pray often the 

Serenity Prayer: “God, grant me the patience to accept 

the things I cannot change, the courage to change the 

things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” We 

need the virtue of patience to deal with those brothers 

and sisters who make us feel irritated or offended. One 

important thing we can do is to give a little space to 

those persons to be themselves, as we would want them 

to respect the space we need to be ourselves. Always 

remember that they have to put up with us, and that is 

not always the easiest thing for them to do, either. 

Another way to deal with impatience is to follow the 

part of the Serenity Prayer that says, “Change the things 

you can”. One important way to do this is by open and 

honest communication. If we store up all our feelings 

about the little things that irritate us, we might one day 

‘explode’ by blowing up at someone. Or we might 

‘implode’ by getting very depressed with pent-up anger. 

When we have good communication, we can more easily 

dispel the irritation due to misunderstanding. 

Detachment 
Another factor that can help us to have patience is 

learning to be somewhat detached so that we do not 

cling too tightly to things, such as material possessions. 

They are not worthy of our esteem if they are going to 

cause us to offend our neighbour. Therefore, with a 

sufficient amount of detachment, we can let go of things, 

such as material items, or even our own opinion, when 

these are not necessary to hold onto. 

Cheerfulness 
A proven method to overcome impatience and irritability 

is to foster a spirit of generosity and cheerfulness. Jesus 

says in the Gospel, “You received without pay, give 

without pay” (Matthew 10:8). Everything that we possess 

in life is truly a gift of God. It is in a sense lent to us in 

this life. Therefore, we should be ready to let these things 

go in a reasonable way when we need to help our 

neighbour. When we share what God has given us, we 

are being good stewards of these gifts because they are 

not ours to possess forever, but ours to share with others 

and to use in an appropriate way to help those who are 

less fortunate than ourselves. 

Be compassionate 
We must also be compassionate, meaning to feel what 

another is going through. Sometimes a person may be 

having a bad day or has just come through a very difficult 

trial, and without realising it, thoughtlessly passes 

negativity on to us. By means of compassion we should 

try to understand what that person may be feeling, and 

this can help us to put a lid on our feelings of anger. We 

must also be forgiving, just as God has forgiven us in 

Christ. Remember our own sins, and we will be much 

more compassionate with the sins of others. 

Nor must we hold on to past thoughts of injustice and 

mistreatment. If we hold on to anger from one day to the 

next, at some point the devil will turn that anger against 

our spiritual good. He will stir us up to a point of 

uncharitableness towards our neighbour. This is why we 

should try to resolve our anger as quickly as possible and 

not let it linger. And part of the forgiving is forgetting. 

Jesus’ teaching on loving our enemies applies here. 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy — IV 
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The suppression of the English 

monasteries III 
No sooner had the process of destruction begun 

simultaneously all over the country than the people 

began at last to realise that the benefits likely to accrue 

to them out of the plunder were illusory. When this was 

understood, it was first proposed to present a petition to 

King Henry from the Lords and Commons, pointing out 

the evident damage which must be done to the country 

at large if the measure was carried out fully; and asking 

that the process of suppression should be at once 

stopped, and that the lesser houses, which had not yet 

been dissolved under the authority of the Act of 1536, 

should be allowed to stand. 

Nothing came of this attempt. Henry’s appetite was 

but whetted by what had come to him, and he only 

hungered for more of the spoils of the Church and the 

poor. The action of the Parliament in 1536 in permitting 

the first measure to become law made it in reality much 

more difficult for Henry to draw back; and it paved the 

way for the general dissolution. Here and there in the 

country resistance to the work of destruction was 

organised, and in Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, and the North 

generally, the popular rising of the “Pilgrimage of Grace” 

was caused in the main, or at least in great measure, by 

the desire of the people at large to save the religious 

houses from ruthless destruction. 

The failure of the insurrection of the “Pilgrimage of 

Grace” was celebrated by the execution of 12 abbots, 

and, to use Henry’s own words, by a wholesale “tying-up” 

of monks. By a new and ingenious process, appropriately 

called “Dissolution by Attainder”, an abbey was 

considered by the royal advisers to fall into the king’s 

hands by the supposed treason of its superior. In this 

way several of the larger abbeys came into Henry’s 

hands as a consequence of the “Pilgrimage of Grace”. 

The Parliament of 1536, it will be remembered, had 

granted Henry the possession only of the houses the 

annual value of which was less than £200. What 

happened in the next three years was briefly this: the 

king was ill satisfied with the actual results of what he 

had thought would prove a veritable goldmine. The 

property of the monks somehow seemed cursed by its 

origin; it passed from his control by a thousand and one 

channels, and he was soon thirsting for a greater prize, 

which, as the event showed, he was equally unable to 

guard for his own uses. 

Visitors were once more set in motion, this time 

against the larger abbeys, in which, according to the Act 

of 1536, religion was “right well kept and observed”. Not 

having received any mandate from Parliament to 

authorise the extension of their proceedings, the royal 

agents, eager to win a place in his favour, were busy up 

and down the country, cajoling, coercing and threatening 

the members of the religious houses to force them to 

give up their monasteries unto the King’s Majesty. 

The autumn of 1537 saw the beginning of the fall of 

the friaries in England. For some reason, possibly 

because of their poverty, they had not been brought 

under the Act of 1536. With the feast of St Michael, 

1537, besides the convents of friars, the work of 

securing the surrender of the greater houses went on 

rapidly. The instructions given to the royal agents are 

clear. They were, by all methods known to them, to get 

the religious “willingly to consent and agree” to their own 

extinction. It was only when they found any of the heads 

and convents so wilful and obstinate that they would not 

sign their own death-warrant, that the commissioners 

were authorised by Henry’s instructions to “take 

possession of the house” and property by force. 

And while thus engaged, the royal agents were 

ordered to declare that the king had no design 

whatsoever upon the monastic property or system as 

such, or any desire to secure the total suppression of the 

religious houses. They were instructed at all costs to put 

a stop to such rumours, which were naturally rife all over 

the country at this time. This they did; and the 

unscrupulous Dr Layton declared that he had told the 

people everywhere that “in this they utterly slandered 

the King their natural lord”. He bade them not to believe 

such reports; and he “commanded the abbots and priors 

to set in the stocks” such as related such untrue things. 

It was, however, hard enough to suppress the rumour 

while the actual thing was going on. In 1538 and 1539 

some 150 monasteries of men seem to have signed 

away their corporate existence and their property, and by 

a formal deed handed over all rights to the king. 

Finally in the autumn of 1539, Henry’s triumph over 

the monastic orders was completed by the horrible 

deaths for constructive treason of the three great abbots 

of Glastonbury, Colchester, and Reading. 

It is difficult to estimate the exact number of religious 

and religious houses suppressed at this time in England. 

Putting all sources of information together, it seems that 

the monks and regular canons expelled from the greater 

monasteries were about 3200 in number; the friars, 

1800; and the nuns, 1560. If to these are added the 

number of those affected by the first Act of Parliament, 

it is probably not far from the truth to say that the 

number of religious men and women expelled from their 

homes by the suppression were, in round numbers, 

about 8000. Besides these, of course, there were 

probably more than 10 times that number of people 

turned adrift who were their dependents, or otherwise 

obtained a living in their service. 

As far as can be gathered from the accounts still 

extant, the total receipts of the king from the monastic 

confiscations from April 1536 to September 1547 was 

about $337.5 million in today’s money, to which must 

be added about $25 million, the melting value of the 

monastic plate. Of this sum, leaving out of calculation 

the plate and jewels, not quite £3 million were spent by 

the king personally; £600,000 was spent upon the royal 

palaces, and nearly half a million on the household of 

the Prince of Wales. More than £5 million are accounted 

for under the head of war expenses, and nearly 

£700,000 were spent on coast defence. Pensions to 

religious persons account for £330,000; and one curious 

item of £6000 is entered as spent “to secure the 

surrender of the Abbey of Abingdon”. 

History of the Church—The Reformation XI  
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