
 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .     P .O. Box 2152  

Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: meltonsouth@cam.org.au 

Parish Homepage:     stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com  (includes Padua News) 

Office Hours:      Wed & Fri. 8.30am—4.30pm Friday 8.30 - 4.00pm 

 
 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter, Year C.                                                 10th April 2016 

Let us pray that Christ will give us a share in the glory of his unending life. 

 

 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-12) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 
 

MASS & DEVOTION TIMES THIS WEEK  
 
Tuesday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Tuesday evening:   6.30pm Mass 
Wednesday morning:   9.15am Mass         
Thursday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Friday morning:    9.15am Mass 
 
Saturday Vigil Mass   5.30pm  Mass 
Sunday      8.30am   &   10.30am 
 
INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION 
Saturday    4.45pm 
 

 

BAPTISM 
Baptism Preparation Meeting: 6.30-8.00pm in the Church  
Thursday 28th April for Baptisms on the 1st and 15th  May. 
See details on Parish Homepage as listed above and download 
forms. Fill them out and bring them to the Baptism Preparation 
Meeting for your chosen date along with a copy of your child’s Birth 

Certificate. Both parents are required to attend these 
meetings. We kindly request adults only please. Contact 
Father Fabian or the Parish Office if you have any questions. Phone 
9747 9692.  
Adult Preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation through the  R.C.I.A. 
Program. See Father Fabian or the Parish Office for information. 
 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

Sue Alexander         8742 5116  
Naim Chdid         0437 004 790 
Lillian Christian         0400 441 257 
Stephen Fernandes     0439  743 533    
Amy Honrade         9747 0078 
Natalie Howard           0410 478 046    
Rose Ma’ae                0431 386 473     
Marthese Mercieca      0421 378 691   
 

  

Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 29 
 

Comm:  I will praise you, Lord, 
 For you have rescued me. 
 

All:         I will praise you, Lord, 
 For you have rescued me. 
 

I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me 
And have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 
O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead, 
Restored me to life from those who sink into the grave. 
 
Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him, 
Give thanks to his holy name. 
His anger lasts but a moment; 
His favour through life. 
At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn. 
 
The Lord listened and had pity. 
The Lord came to my help. 
For me you have changed  
My mourning into dancing; 
O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever. 
 

ALL: I will praise you, Lord, 
 For you have rescued me. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation; 
He has shown pity on all people. 
Alleluia! 

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                        Assistant Priest: Fr John Paul Mount   

Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster

Ex-Officio:  
Fr Fabian Smith PP,  
Fr John Paul Mount &  
Damien Schuster 
 
Council Secretary:  

Easter Raffle Winners 
 

1st Prize: Victor Vassallo 
2nd Prize: Frances Tanu 
3rd Prize: Pink D10 
Still unclaimed 

 
Don’t forget to return 
your menALIVE forms. 
Please see over for  
Retreat details. 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP QUADRANT  
 

NEXT WEEK  4th SUNDAY OF EASTER - Year C. 16th & 17th April 
   Readers                Special Ministers      
  5.30 Marian Muller     Philip Anyayahan, Aloysious Dacunha, Doris/George Bonello and Margaret Vella. 
  8.30 John Brewis     Sue Alexander, Bill Disco and Lois Brewis. 
10.30 Susan Malinov     Elaine Hope, Ron Howard and Frances Tanu. 
 

Next Week’s Readings:  Acts 13:14, 43-52 Apoc 7:9, 14-17 Jn 10:27-30. 
 

MASS COORDINATORS / COMMENTATORS     5.30pm - Stephen Fernandes and Dolores Turcsan. 
16th & 17th April             8.30am - Marie Wytkamp and Carmen Vella. 
           10.30am - Natalie Howard and Josephine German. 
 

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS WEEKEND 9th & 10th April  
5.30: Judy Van Hoos 8.30am  Pat Chiles  10.30am:Kim Barton 
 

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  FOR NEXT WEEKEND 16th & 17th April  
5.30: Anne Peramuna 8.30am  Edwina La Rose  10.30am:John & Kristina Scerri 
 

CLEANING   Tuesday 12th April (am): Edmund Sak and Ana Taunnu. 
ROSTER : Thursday 14th April: Kratochvil family and Lorelle Porter. 
 

NEWS FROM THE FAITH FORMATION QUADRANT 
Divine Mercy   1st Sunday of the month at 3.00pm  
 

Fatima Statue    Group 1: Allen and Ellen Johnson 9746 0728 
   Group 2: Dragica and Mladen Soldo 9971 5402  
 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
The Legion of Mary meet at 6.00pm on a Wednesday evening. All are welcome. 
 

NOVENA TO ST ANTHONY 
Week 5 of the  Novena to St Anthony will be on the 12th April after the 6.30pm Mass and continue up to the 
Feast of St Anthony on the 13th June. 
     

menALIVE Weekend for Men.   

What are you doing on the 30 April - 1 May 2016?   
Could you benefit from a weekend, featuring talks, personal testimonies, opportunities for discus-
sion, and space to reflect?   
Since menALIVE commenced in 2003,  
thousands of Catholic men have been  
encouraged and inspired at weekends across Australia.  
A menALIVE weekend is being organized in our  
parish, St Anthony of Padua, Melton South.  
This parish sponsored weekend is open to all men of our parish and is conducted by experienced 
leaders from the national menALIVE team.  
To find out more details please contact the parish office or phone Philip 0432 208 407,  
George on 0405 957 473 or Joe 0416 638 486. 

RETREAT IN PADUA HALL 

Aneel Aranha, founder of Catholic apostolate Holy Spirit Interactive 
(HSI) and internationally renowned preacher and retreat leader who 
has spoken to millions of people around the globe, is on another mission in 
Melbourne and is returning to our Parish. Br Aneel will be conducting a Full Day Retreat in Padua 
Hall on Sunday 22nd May 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CARE QUADRANT 
 

We pray for the death anniversary at this time of: Emmanuela Borg, Joseph Borg, Carmelo Giordamaja, 
Dean Michael Komanycki, Carlo Lloyd, John Mercieca, Jane Spiteri and OliOli Tomasi Tuilau. 
Please pray for the Sick: Christopher Cruikshank, Beverly Ranolds, Hilary Dovaston, John Xuereb,  
Irene Rahilly, Sr. Mary Gavaghan, Helen Marley, Therese Hall, Michael Saunders and all those who have  
requested our prayers. 
 

NEWS FROM THE SERVICE / COMMUNITY QUADRANT 
FUNDRAISER—WORLD YOUTH DAY REPRESENTATIVES THIS WEEKEND 
2 young parishioners: Anakin Anderson and Jonathon Antony who attend CRC, will be attending World Youth 
Day in Poland in June. We will be holding a fundraiser after the 10.30 Mass THIS WEEKEND to help defray 
some of their costs. Food, music in the form of D.J. will be some of the entertainment. 

 
 *** 2016 THANKSGIVING CAMPAIGN HAS ARRIVED*** 

We have reached a special time of the year to give thanks for ALL that we have  
accomplished in OUR parish.  Now we must look ahead and plan for our future needs. 
Over the last 3 weeks we have been preparing to REFLECT meaningful ways we can 
share our gifts for our parish. John Scerri will be speaking at Masses this weekend.  
 

TIME: 
Within the Parish of St Anthony’s there are many opportunities to share some of 
your precious time for the betterment of all. Volunteering in parish and community  
activities helps you experience a greater sense of belonging to a larger family. It 
usually brings with it a certain joy of having done something for others simply  
because we belong.  
TALENTS:  
You are a Gifted Person and your Parish will be richer for having you share your  
talents with it.  
TREASURE:  

St Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth: “Every Sunday, each of you must put 

aside some money in proportion to what he has earned...(Cor 16:2). 
Most of us, when we use our God-given Time and Talent, generate income.  
Therefore our giving should be regular (every weekend), universal (everyone), 
planned (must put aside, not just think about it as the plate arrives) and  
proportionate (in proportion to what we have  earned.) 
There is  no set formula, no maximum or minimum.  
Each person must decide in a prayerful manner their own gift to the parish and  
community. One  suggestion is that  financial contributions are in proportion to  
income, for instance one hour of pay.   

PLEDGE FORMS 
Parishioners already in our Thanksgiving Program: 
Need only place the date, your name, address, new pledge amount then 
sign at the bottom of the page. 
New members need to fill the whole form out.    
We kindly ask that you return the Pledge Form to our volunteers after 
Mass . Alternatively you may place them in the Collection Baskets next 
week or in the box on the Sanctuary at any time. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. God Bless! 



 

 

The Church teaches us that time springs from and 

returns to its origin in the providence of God the 

Creator. Or we might say that time is the rich soil 

wherein the wheat is sown for the harvest; or it is the 

arena for the heroic story of man’s salvation, with its 

fixed centre in Calvary, where Christ triumphant 

pierces the heart of hell with the cross. Or it is the 

meter of the epic of faith, as we fight the good fight or 

run the race to the finish. So the Church does not 

brush time aside. She sanctifies time and elevates it, 

giving us far more yearly feasts to celebrate than 

modern man knows what to do with. 

But she has also always wanted to get the time 

right. And here we run into difficulties. 

The Julian calendar, introduced in the year 46 BC 

and named for Julius Caesar, has a regular year of 

365 days divided into 12 months. A leap day is added 

to February every four years. The Julian year is, 

therefore, on average 365.25 days long. It was 

intended to approximate the solar year. Although 

Greek astronomers had known, at least since 

Hipparchus, a century before the Julian reform, that 

the tropical year was a few minutes shorter than 

365.25 days, the calendar did not compensate for 

this difference. As a result, the year gained about 

three days every four centuries compared to observed 

equinox times and the seasons. 

What to do? Did it even matter? It did if you 

wanted to calculate the date of Easter, the timing of 

which depended on the lunar year and well as the 

solar year. The problem with the Julian calendar was 

that over the centuries, Easter was moving earlier and 

earlier in the year. 

We turn then to Rome. The year is 1580, and a 

tireless old bulldog of a man, Gregory XIII, has 

succeeded Pope Saint Pius V to the Chair of 

Peter. Gregory founded or expanded about three 

hundred schools and universities. He appointed men 

like St Charles Borromeo to undertake a thorough 

reform of Catholic seminaries. He sent missionaries 

to all parts of the world, receiving emissaries from 

Japan to thank him for sowing the faith there. He 

founded the English College in Douai, France, for the 

education of priests who then returned to their native 

land to celebrate Mass in hiding and confer the 

sacraments, until such time as the priest-hunters of 

Queen Elizabeth should seize them and kill them. 

The times were also literally out of joint. If you ask 

a hundred people what a year is, half of them will say 

it is the time it takes the earth to make one revolution 

about the sun. The next question is: “How do you 

know when the earth has done that?” 

To help answer that question, remember that the 

sun has two apparent motions about the earth. The 

one is its daily journey from east to west. It is 

especially long in the summertime. The other 

movement is attributable to the tilt of the earth, of 

about 23 degrees. The tilt makes it so that the sun’s 

path changes from day to day as the rotating earth 

moves in its yearly course. In the southern hemi-

sphere, the sun rises further towards the south as the 

days grow longer, until at one point it seems to “stop” 

— hence we have the word solstice, “sun-stop”. Then 

its noon moves northwards in the sky, until at another 

point it stops again. We can measure our years 

according to the regular patterns of that path. 

The problem is that the year is a little longer than 

365 days. Julius Caesar tried to account for that by 

putting in “leap year” days for every fourth year, but 

that turned out to be a little too much. People began 

to notice it. Dante, in the Middle Ages, was well aware 

that the calendar had been lagging. Eventually, 

Beatrice says in Dante’s epic poem, The Divine 

Comedy, the “neglected hundredths of your years” 

would cause spring to begin in January! And Easter? 

So Pope Gregory summoned one of his advisers, a 

German priest named Christopher Clavius, called the 

“Euclid of the 16th century”. Clavius was born and 

raised in Bavaria, professor in Portugal, and papal 

mathematician and astronomer in Rome. Tycho 

Brahe and Johannes Kepler esteemed him highly, and 

he was a lifelong friend of Galileo. His voluminous 

works were translated into several languages; that 

included Chinese, so that fellow Jesuits, such as his 

student Matteo Ricci, the great missionary to China, 

could take them to that land of clockmakers and 

stargazers and seekers of the Order of Heaven. 

The most obvious need was to get rid of the 10 

“extra” days that had intruded by then. But Gregory 

wanted a solution that would, for all practical 

purposes, settle matters once and for all. That 

required very precise astronomical observation and 

measurement and computation. What Clavius came 

up with was perfect, and was implemented in Catholic 

nations by papal decree in 1582. 

That year, if your birthday fell between October 5 

and 14 inclusive, well, you missed out, because those 

10 dates for that year were cut out. But the problem 

would have arisen again, had not Clavius hit upon the 

notion of omitting leap year days for three out of four 

century years. So, we had a February 29 in 2000, 

divisible by 400, but there was none in 1900, and 

there will not be another one in a century year until 

2400. That will keep our calendars in trim for the next 

thirty thousand years, if the Lord does not wind things 

up here sooner. 

For a long time the Protestant nations resisted 

adopting a “Catholic” calendar. That finally changed 

for England and her colonies, in 1752 — another year 

of vanishing dates. 

Now the Gregorian calendar is pretty much 

universal, at least for secular purposes. As you may 

be aware, the Orthodox Churches and many of our 

Eastern Catholic neighbours continue to use the Julian 

calendar, which explains why they celebrate Easter 

two weeks after we do. 

History of the Church—The Gregorian calendar 
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