
 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .     P .O. Box 2152  

Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: meltonsouth@cam.org.au 

Parish Homepage:     stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com  (includes Padua News) 

Office Hours:      Wed thru Fri. 8.30am—4.30pm  

 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 

 Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 18 
 

Comm:  The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

All:        The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
It revives the soul. 
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
It gives wisdom to the simple. 
 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 
Abiding for ever. 
The decrees of the Lord are truth 
And all of them just. 
 

So in them your servant finds instruction; 
Great reward is in their keeping. 
But who can detect all his errors? 
From hidden faults acquit me. 
 

From presumption restrain your servant 
And let it not rule me. 
Then shall I be blameless, 
Clean from grave sin. 
 

ALL: The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth: 
Make us holy in the truth. 
Alleluia! 

MASS & DEVOTION TIMES THIS WEEK  
 

Tuesday morning:   9.15am Mass  
Tuesday evening:   6.30pm Mass    
Wednesday morning:         9.15am Mass  
Thursday morning:   9.15am Mass   
Friday morning:    9.15am Mass 
Friday evening:    8.00pm 1st Friday devotions 
 
Saturday morning  9.15am 1st Saturday 
Saturday Vigil Mass    5.30pm Mass 
Sunday       8.30am   &   10.30am Mass 
 

INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION 
Saturday    4.45pm 
 

BAPTISM 
Baptism Preparation Meeting: 6.30-8.00pm in the Church  

Thursday 22nd October for Baptisms 1st & 15th November.  
See details on Parish Homepage as listed above and download forms. 
Fill them out and bring them to the Baptism Preparation Meeting for 
your chosen date along with a copy of your child’s Birth Certificate. 
Both parents are required to attend these meetings. We kindly 
request adults only please. Contact Father Fabian or the Parish 
Office if you have any questions. Phone 9747 9692.  
Adult Preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Eucharist or Confirmation through the  R.C.I.A. Program. See 
Father Fabian, Father John Paul  or the Parish Office for 
information. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Sue Alexander      0400 171 843  
Godwin Barton     9747 9493 
Naim Chdid  0437 004 790 
Stephen Fernandes    0439  743 533    
Amy Honrade  9747 0078 
Natalie Howard    0410 478 046    
Mila Little      9743 7783         
Rose Ma’ae         0431 386 473     
Marthese Mercieca     0421 378 691    
Carmen Vella      9743 4378 
Ex-Officio: Fr Fabian Smith P.P., & Damien Schuster 

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                                   Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      
Assistant Priest: Fr. John Paul Mount             St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster

Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-12) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
This weekend the Archdiocese of Melbourne and dioceses of 
Ballarat, Sale & Sandhurst will be conducting a special collec-
tion in all parishes for the purpose of building 8 additional rooms 
urgently needed for Corpus Christi College. All over Australia 
seminaries are flourishing and Corpus Christi College is no  
exception. After years of  decline, the tide has turned and we 
must build more rooms for the growing number of students.  

With gratitude to God and to you all,                                             

we ask for your continued prayers                                   and 

support in the time of great need. 

26th Sunday in Ordinary time, Year B                                   27th September, 2015 
Let us pray for God’s forgiveness and the happiness it brings 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=church+collection+plates&view=detailv2&&id=6978E9C306112ED8EB9413A178C4920CF2FA523F&selectedIndex=47&ccid=PiYtj6ek&simid=607986165092647693&thid=JN.IwOYjN8lV7%2bVsHsIp6XLig


 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP QUADRANT   
 

NEXT WEEK  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B  3rd & 4th October 
    Readers               Special Ministers           
 5.30pm   Lorraine Tellis  Philip Anyayahan, Mila Llittle, Doris/George Bonello and Mary Dodemaide. 
 8.30am Ineke Allen  Denise Van Rooyen and Carmen Vella.   . 
10.30am Karina Dunne  Anne Tennakoon, Josephine German and Ron Howard.     
 

Next Week’s Readings: 1st:  Gen 2:18-24  2nd: Heb 2:9-11  Gospel: Mk 10:2-16   
 

 MASS COORDINATORS / COMMENTATORS       5.30pm -  Godwin Barton & Dolores Turcsan 
3rd & 4th October        8.30am -  Marie Wytkamp and Lina Calleja. 
        10.30am -  Natalie Howard and Godwin Barton 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS WEEKEND 26th & 27th September  
5.30: Priscilla Bastian   8.30am Chris Fitzgerald  10.30am: Indika Silva 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  FOR NEXT WEEKEND 3rd & 4th October  
5.30: Lorraine Tellis   8.30am Ineke Allen    10.30am:Rosa Smit 
 

CLEANING ROSTER : Tuesday 29th September (am): Edmund Sale and Ana Taunuu 
             Saturday 3rd October: Mary Portelli, Joan Monaghan, Gilles Maitre and Ian Coldero 
 

NEWS FROM THE FAITH FORMATION QUADRANT 
 

Divine Mercy  1st Sunday of the month at 3pm. 
Fatima Statue   Stephen & Liza Fernandes 8716 0630 
Meditation:  6.30 pm every Monday evening (except Public Holidays) in the Meeting Room 
  For information please contact Mila Little on 0413 808 195 
THE LEGION OF MARY 
Legion Of Mary sessions are held Wednesdays at 6.00pm. All are welcome. 
. 
           

THIS WEEKEND -  

   Social Justice Sunday 
   Special Collection for extension of Corpus Christi Seminary at all Masses. 
   Cuppa after all Masses 
   Children’s Choir Meeting after 5.30pm Mass 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

                      - NeoCatechumenal Way Catechesis in Hall Monday & Wednesday evenings 
 

           1st October - Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
 

           8th October -   St Vincent de Paul Meeting 10am in Holy Family Room.       
 

         10th October - St Anthony’s Dinner Dance 
 

    17/18th October - World Mission Sunday. Special Collection at all Masses 
 

        22nd October - St Vincent de Paul Meeting 10am in Holy Family Room 
 

           24/25th Oct. - New Parishioners welcome and Cuppa 
 

"T@P WITH THE NEWLY-ORDAINED"  
Monday 5th October Dinner from 6.30; talk from 7.30 The Pumphouse Hotel 128 Nicholson St, Fitzroy 
T@P is an event for 18 - 35 year olds Priests and Religious of all ages welcome 
www.facebook.com/groups/tapmelb 

 

Theology at the Pub is a monthly event for young Catholics in and around Melbourne. Previous speakers include Abby 
Johnson, Leah Darrow and Cardinal Burke. Dinner and drinks are available at the bar. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/tapmelb


 

 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CARE QUADRANT 
 

We pray for the death anniversary at this time of: Joseph Aquilina, Archiebald Arandez, Michael Azopardi,  
Fay Blake, Angelo Borg, Leslie Butler, Gerard Cochrane, Phillip DeBrincat, Campbell Dodemaide,  
Christopher John Doyle, Darren Grech, Colleen O’Meara, Joseph Saliba, Dominic Ariel SantaMaria  
and Charlie Zammit. 
Please pray for the Sick:  John Xuereb, Joe Stellini, Coral Stiffle, Irene Rahilly, Sr. Mary Gavaghan,  
Helen Marley, Therese Hall,  Ian Nowak, Michael Saunders and all those who have requested our prayers. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
The next Parish Pastoral Council meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 1st October 2015. Any queries or  
suggestions, please speak to any of the Council members. 

 

NEWS FROM SERVICE/COMMUNITY QUADRANT 
 

PARISH DINNER DANCE 
St Anthony’s Annual Parish Dinner Dance is going to be held on Saturday 10th October after the  
5.30pm Mass. Cost is $25 per person which includes a Buffet Meal (Including dessert).  
Tea and coffee will be provided. BYO drinks and there will a DJ/Band to dance to.  
Tickets are available to purchase after weekend masses or you may contact Rosabella on 0422 390 617. 
 

TWO DAY POKIES TRIP TO ECHUCA FUNDRAISER— Departs 24th October and returns 25th October 
Day 1: Depart 7.00am. Morning tea stop in Heathcote, travel to the city of Bendigo and visit local sights including 
the beautiful Sacred Heart Cathedral, lunch stop in the city centre. In the afternoon we visit Bendigo Pottery before 
we make our way to the All Rivers Motor Inn in the city of Echuca where there will be enough time to freshen up 
before we visit the Moama Sports Club for a 4 hour stay including dinner. 
Day 2: After breakfast we visit the Port of Echuca with time to explore the Port area after which we travel to the 
Rich River Gold Club for a 4 hour stay including lunch. In the afternoon we will make our way home via Heathcote 
and arrive home in the early evening. 
Cost is $110 per person ($40 extra for a single room) 
All profits raised from this trip will be donated to St Anthony’s fundraising for the new Sound System. 
For more information please contact Doris Bonello on 0431 459 668 or 9743 9934 
 

ST. ANTHONY’S PARISH BINGO     
Bingo runs every Tuesday (except public holidays) in Padua Hall at 7.00pm.  
There are 4 sessions a night each with its own Jackpot, the 4th session being $1000. 
Bingo sells hot food, so on a cold night you can stay warm with our heating, and on a  
hot night be cooled by air-conditioning so come along and support your parish and have  
fun at the same time! 
 

PRIME TIMERS 
Our outing for September is on 29th and we are going to the Immigration Museum in Flinders Street. We are 
meeting at the Melton train station at 9.50 am. BYO lunch and Museum has a kiosk for tea and coffee.  
Any enquiries please call John or Lois on 9743-6582. There is a clipboard at the rear of the Church. 
 

ST ANTHONY’S YOUTH GROUP - St. Anthony’s Youth Group is on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm. 
 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY THIS WEEKEND 
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement for 2015-16 challenges Australians to think again about 
our national response to asylum seekers, especially those who come to Australia by sea. It invites us to recognize 
the desperation that has driven these people to seek refuge far from their homes. The Statements title is ‘For 
Those who’ve come across the seas: Justice for refugees and asylum seekers’ and can be downloaded at  
http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/ 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS OFFICE HOURS 
This week the Parish Office is only open on Thursday due to the Friday Public Holiday. If you wish to reach Lesley  
please email on meltonsouth@cam.org.au or you may wish to leave a message on our answering machine. 
Alternatively please speak to Father Fabian. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Dinner+Dance+images&view=detailv2&&id=D5E94548D845F1B8EA26D78987A462EF07FDC6FE&selectedIndex=272&ccid=fHbA6RfP&simid=608026675273728278&thid=OIP.M7c76c0e917cf2afe7d2902f27d96b6b4o0


 

 

Myth 6: The Crusades were so corrupt and vile 

that they even had a Children’s Crusade. 

The so-called “Children’s Crusade” of 1212 was neither a 

Crusade nor an army of children. It was a particularly 

large eruption of popular religious enthusiasm in 

Germany that led some young people, mostly 

adolescents, to proclaim themselves Crusaders and 

begin marching to the sea. Along the way they gathered 

plenty of popular support and not a few brigands, 

robbers, and beggars as well. The movement splintered 

in Italy and finally ended when the Mediterranean failed 

to dry up for them to cross. Pope Innocent III did not call 

this “Crusade”. Rather, he praised the zeal of the young 

who had marched so far, and told them to go home. 

Myth 7: Pope John Paul II apologised for the 

Crusades.  

This is an odd myth, given that the Pope was roundly 

criticised for failing to apologise directly for the Crusades 

when he asked forgiveness from all those that Christians 

had unjustly harmed. It is true that John Paul did 

apologise to the Greeks for the Fourth Crusade’s sack of 

Constantinople in 1204. But the Pope at the time, 

Innocent III, expressed similar regret. That, too, was a 

tragic misfire that Innocent had done everything he 

could to avoid. 

Myth 8: Muslims, who remember the Crusades 

vividly, have good reason to hate the West.  

Actually, the Muslim world remembers the Crusades 

about as well as the West—in other words, incorrectly. 

That should not be surprising. Muslims get their 

information about the Crusades from the same rotten 

histories that the West relies on. The Muslim world used 

to celebrate the Crusades as a great victory for them. 

They did, after all, win. But Western authors, fretting 

about the legacy of modern imperialism, recast the 

Crusades as wars of aggression and the Muslims as 

placid sufferers. In so doing they have rescinded 

centuries of Muslim triumphs, offering in their stead only 

the consolation of victimhood. 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
Having dismissed the worst myths about the Crusades, 

let us take a look at the truth about them. For starters, 

the Crusades were in every way defensive wars. They 

were a response to Muslim aggression—an attempt to 

defend against Muslim conquests of Christian lands. 

Christians in the 11th century were not paranoid 

fanatics. Muslims really were gunning for them. While 

Muslims can be peaceful, Islam was born in war and 

grew the same way. From the time of Mohammed, the 

means of Muslim expansion was always the sword. 

Muslim thought divides the world into two spheres, the 

Abode of Islam and the Abode of War. Christianity—and 

for that matter any other non-Muslim religion—has no 

abode. Christians and Jews can be tolerated within a 

Muslim state under Muslim rule. But, in traditional Islam, 

Christian and Jewish states must be destroyed and their 

lands conquered. When Mohammed was waging war 

against Mecca in the seventh century, Christianity was 

the dominant religion of power and wealth. As the faith 

of the Roman Empire, it spanned the entire Mediter-

ranean, including the Middle East, where it was born. 

The Christian world, therefore, was a prime target for the 

earliest caliphs, and it would remain so for Muslim 

leaders for the next thousand years. 

With enormous energy, the warriors of Islam struck 

out against the Christians shortly after Mohammed’s 

death. They were extremely successful. Palestine, Syria, 

and Egypt—once the most heavily Christian areas in the 

world—quickly succumbed. By the eighth century, 

Muslim armies had conquered all of Christian North 

Africa and Spain. In the 11th century, the Seljuk Turks 

conquered Asia Minor (modern Turkey), which had been 

Christian since the time of St Paul. The old Roman 

Empire, known to modern historians as the Byzantine 

Empire, was reduced to little more than Greece. In 

desperation, the emperor in Constantinople sent word to 

the Christians of Western Europe asking them to aid 

their brothers and sisters in the East. 

That is what gave birth to the Crusades. They were 

not the brainchild of an ambitious pope or rapacious 

knights but a response to four centuries of conquests in 

which Muslims had already captured two-thirds of the 

old Christian world. At some point, Christianity as a faith 

and a culture had to defend itself or be subsumed by 

Islam. The Crusades were that defense. 

Pope Urban II called upon the knights of Christendom 

to push back Islam at the Council of Clermont in 1095. 

The response was tremendous. Many thousands of 

warriors took the vow of the cross and prepared for war. 

Why did they do it? The answer to that question has 

been badly misunderstood. Since the Enlightenment, it 

was usually asserted that Crusaders were merely 

lacklands and ne’er-do-wells who took advantage of an 

opportunity to rob and pillage in a faraway land. The 

Crusaders’ expressed sentiments of piety, self-sacrifice, 

and love for God were obviously not to be taken 

seriously. They were only a front for darker designs. 

During the past two decades, computer-assisted 

charter studies have demolished that contrivance. 

Scholars have discovered that crusading knights were 

generally wealthy men with plenty of their own land in 

Europe. Nevertheless, they willingly gave up everything 

to undertake the holy mission. Crusading was not cheap. 

Even wealthy lords could easily impoverish themselves 

and their families by joining a Crusade. They did so not 

because they expected material wealth (which many of 

them had already) but because they hoped to store up 

treasure where rust and moth could not corrupt. They 

were keenly aware of their sinfulness and eager to 

undertake the hardships of the Crusade as a penitential 

act of charity and love. Europe is littered with thousands 

of medieval charters attesting to these sentiments, 

charters in which these men still speak to us today if we 

will listen. Of course, they were not opposed to capturing 

booty if it could be had. But the truth is that the 

Crusades were notoriously bad for plunder. A few people 

got rich, but the vast majority returned with nothing.   

                            To be continued 

History of the Church—The Crusades III 


