
 

 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .     P .O. Box 2152  

Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: meltonsouth@cam.org.au 

Parish Homepage:     stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com  (includes Padua News) 

Office Hours:      Wed thru Fri. 8.30am—4.30pm  

16th Sunday in Ordinary time, Year B                                       19th July, 2015 

Let us pray to be kept faithful in the service of God.. 
 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 

 Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 22 
 

Comm:  The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 

All:          The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Fresh and green are the pastures 
Where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me,  
to revive my drooping spirit. 
 

He guides me along the right path; 
He is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
No evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
With these you give me comfort. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
In the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
My cup is overflowing. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
All the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
For ever and ever. 
 

ALL: The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 

 
MASS & DEVOTION TIMES THIS WEEK  
 

Tuesday morning: 10.00am            Funeral Mass for  
                              Carmelo  Spiteri 
Tuesday evening:   6.30pm Mass   
Wednesday morning:   9.15am Mass  
Thursday morning: 10.00am Mass    Father Fabian’s 
     6.30pm Mass  Ordination Ann. 
Friday morning:    9.15am Mass 
Saturday Vigil Mass   5.30pm Mass 
Sunday      8.30am   &   10.30am Mass 
 
INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION 
Saturday    4.45pm 
 

BAPTISM 
Baptism Preparation Meeting: 6.30-8.00pm in the Church  
Thursday 30th July  for Baptisms 2nd & 16th August..  
See details on Parish Homepage as listed above and download forms. 
Fill them out and bring them to the Baptism Preparation Meeting for 
your chosen date along with a copy of your child’s Birth Certificate. 
Both parents are required to attend these meetings. We kindly 
request adults only please. Contact Father Fabian or the Parish 
Office if you have any questions. Phone 9747 9692.  
Adult Preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Eucharist or Confirmation through the  R.C.I.A. Program. See 
Father Fabian or the Parish Office for information. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Sue Alexander      0400 171 843  
Godwin Barton     9747 9493 
Naim Chdid  0437 004 790 
Stephen Fernandes    0439  743 533    
Amy Honrade  9747 0078 
Natalie Howard    0410 478 046    
Mila Little      9743 7783         
Rose Ma’ae         0431 386 473     
Marthese Mercieca     0421 378 691    
Carmen Vella      9743 4378 
Ex-Officio: Fr Fabian Smith P.P., & Damien Schuster 

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                                   Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      

St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster  

Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-12) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 

This weekend we welcome the Confirmation  
Candidates from our Parish to the 5.30 pm Vigil 
Mass. Please keep them in your prayers. 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP QUADRANT   
 

NEXT WEEK  17th  Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B  25th & 26th July 
    Readers               Special Ministers           
 5.30pm   Rosabella Tuala  Rita Harinos, Naim Chdid, Anne Peramuna and Mary Rose Portelli. 
 8.30am Amy Honrade  Ineke Allen, Denise Van Rooyen and Carmen Vella.   . 
10.30am Faustina Ma’ae  Ron Howard, Rose Ma’ae and Frances Tanu.     
 

Next Week’s Readings: 1st:  2Kings 4:42-44    2nd: Eph 4:1-6   Gospel: John 6:1-15;   
 

 MASS COORDINATORS / COMMENTATORS       5.30pm -  Alina Tsakonas and Dolores Turcsan. 
25th & 26th July        8.30am -  Marie Wytkamp and Carmen Vella 
        10.30am -  Godwin Barton and Natalie Howard. 
 

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS WEEKEND 18th & 19th July  
5.30: Lisa Arena   8.30am Edwina La Rose  10.30am: John & Kristina Scerri 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  FOR NEXT WEEKEND 25th & 26th July  
5.30: Priscilla Bastian   8.30am Chris Fitzgerald   10.30am:Indika Silva 
CLEANING ROSTER : Friday 24th July: Volunteers please. 
 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE FAITH FORMATION QUADRANT 
Divine Mercy  1st Sunday of the month at 3pm 
 

Fatima Statue   Anna Samy & family 9743 2966 
 

Meditation:  6.30 pm every Monday evening (except Public Holidays) in the Meeting Room 
  For information please contact Mila Little on 0413 808 195 
 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
Legion Of Mary sessions are held Wednesdays at 6.00pm. All are welcome. 
 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CARE QUADRANT 
 

 

We pray for the recently deceased: Carmelo (Charlie) Spiteri and Kingsly (Gus) Punton. 
 

We pray for the death anniversary at this time of:  Salvina Azzopardi, Margaret Dagge, Doris Farrugia,  
Dr. Marshall Leon Pereira, Lawrens Tanti Snr and Francis Vella 
 
 

Please pray for the Sick: Coral Stiffle, Irene Rahilly, Fr. Brendan Davey, Sr. Mary Gavaghan, Helen Marley,  
Therese Hall,  Ian Nowak, Michael Saunders, and all those who have requested our prayers. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
                

This Thursday 23rd July - 10th Anniversary of Father Fabian’s Ordination 6.30pm Mass with supper. 
          Please bring a plate to share. 
 

         25/26th July -  Annual Collection for  the Propagation of the Faith. 
 

           1st August - 1st Saturday Mass at 9.15am 
 

           7th August -  1st Friday Devotions         
 

           8th August - Feast of St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
 

     8th/9th August - Annual CatholicCare Appeal collection at all masses 
           Marriage Encounter speakers at all masses 
 

         15th August -  Feast of the Assumption 
 

22nd/23rd August - Wedding Anniversary Mass & Cuppa at 5.30pm & 10.30am Mass. 
           Cuppa after Mass at 8.30am. 
 



 

 

An Open Letter From the Parish Pastoral Council 
 
Dear Parishioners 
 
We would like to address the need to support our Parish Priest financially by means of increasing the Presbytery 
Collection, which is the First Collection that we take up at weekend Masses. Some of us may not be aware that 
we have not been able to support our Parish Priest for many years. This has been covered by the Priest’s  
Remuneration Fund all this time. What this is will become clearer later in this article. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to share with you what the Presbytery Collection covers and what the  
percentage of the breakdown is. Out of 100% of the Presbytery Collection: 
 

 5% goes towards the upkeep of our Bishops 
 12.5% goes towards the upkeep of our Retired Priests 
 12.5% goes towards supporting Priests in needy Parishes  
 The remaining 70% is to cover the ongoing costs of our Parish Priest. 
 
The 5% that goes towards the upkeep of our Bishops is for the Bishops in our Archdiocese of Melbourne who 
normally visit Parishes carrying out their Pastoral and Spiritual duties. They are supported from this fund. 
 
The 12.5% that goes towards the upkeep of our Retired Priests is called the Priests Retirement Fund.  Priests 
do not earn a normal wage, due to this they are unable to contribute to Superannuation. Therefore, this fund is 
set up to look after Priests when they retire or when they are sick or infirm. 
 
Another 12.5% of this Presbytery Collection goes towards supporting Priests in needy Parishes. This is called 
the Priests Remuneration Fund. The Archdiocese set up this fund so that Diocesan Priests attached to  
Parishes could contribute 12.5% of their total Presbytery income to this fund. Priests who are unable to be  
supported by their Parishioners are remunerated from this Fund. This entitles every Priest in our Diocese to get a 
minimum Stipend, which is like an allowance. 
 
Finally, the remaining 70% is meant to cover the Parish Priest’s Stipend, House Expenses, the upkeep of the 
Parish Priest, Housekeeper and Provision for a car which also includes the running costs of the car.  
 
As a Parish Community, we have a duty of care to each other and also to our Parish Priest. Since our last 
Thanksgiving Campaign, which was held in July 2012, our Presbytery Collection at weekend Masses has varied 
from $500 to $700 a week. The minimum required to meet our obligations to support our Bishops, Sick & Retired 
Priests and Priests in needy Parishes is $1000 a week. We have not been able to meet this. As a result, the 
Priests Remuneration Fund has been supporting our Parish Priest for many years. Ideally we would like to be in 
a position to support our own Parish Priest. Therefore, I would like to appeal to all our Parishioners to consider 
the above information and consider helping increase the Presbytery Collection, which is the first collection, so 
that we can meet our obligation. 
 
In order for our Presbytery Collection to increase and stabilise, there is an option for Parishioners to contribute 
via Direct Debit - either Weekly, Fortnightly or Monthly, should you choose to do so. The forms are available on 
the edge of the Pews for you to use. Please take a form home and if you are able, bring it back next week. 
 
If you would like any further clarifications, please feel free to see any of the Council members or ring Lesley in 
the Parish Office on 9747 9692 
 
God Bless 



 

 

During the fifth century AD, a huge movement of 

peoples from the East to the West, what are known 

as the Barbarian invasions, was changing the politi-

cal and social composition of the Western Roman 

Empire. These peoples included the Vandals (first 

heard of in southern Poland), the Suebi (who came 

from the Baltic regions) and the Alans (from the 

Caucasus: modern Georgia and Russia). 

These invaders wrested large parts of what is 

modern France and most of Spain from the  

Romans. Then came Oadacer. Flavius Odoacer was 

a military commander under the Emperor Julius  

Nepos, who in 476 made himself the first King of 

Italy. 

The combination of the loss of large parts of the 

West to the barbarians and the establishment by 

Oadacer of the Kingdom of Italy spelt the end of the 

Western Empire as a political reality. 

Though the real power in Italy was in Oadacer’s 

hands, he represented himself as the client of  

Julius Nepos and, after Nepos’ death in 480, of the 

Emperor of the Eastern Empire in Constantinople. 

Odoacer generally used the Roman honorific patri-

cian, granted by the Emperor Zeno, but is referred 

to as a king (Latin rex) in many documents. 

This is what we know as the Fall of the Roman 

Empire, though it is more rightly called the dissolu-

tion of the Western Empire, for the Eastern Empire 

continued in existence, only being finally snuffed 

out with the fall of Constantinople to the Turkic 

Muslims in 1453. Besides which, although the polit-

ical unity of the provinces of the Western Empire 

was lost, and Rome itself went into decline, the  

social reality for ordinary people probably changed 

little immediately. Only slowly, over decades, with 

the destruction of trade and travel would the physi-

cal infrastructure have fallen into disrepair and the 

lives (and numbers) of ordinary people have been 

depleted. 

After the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 

476, the Catholic faith competed with Arianism for 

the conversion of the barbarian tribes. In 496, with 

the conversion of Clovis I, the king of the Franks, 

was there the beginning of a steady rise of the faith 

in the West. Meanwhile, much work needed to be 

done in recovery and innovation for Europe to 

emerge from its new status as a cultural and politi-

cal backwater. 

This work was begun in a concrete way in the 

year 530, when St Benedict wrote his Rule, a practi-

cal guide for monastic community life. Its message 

spread throughout Europe. Monasteries became 

major conduits of civilisation, preserving craft and 

artistic skills while maintaining intellectual culture 

within their schools, scriptoria (the part of a monas-

tery devoted to copying out books. In this way was 

the Bible handed down to us, as were the works of 

the Classical Greeks and Romans, such as the 

monks were able to get hold of and preserve) and 

libraries. The monasteries functioned as agricul-

tural, economic and production centres as well as 

focuses for the spiritual life. This is due to St Bene-

dict’s insight that the holy life dedicated to God was 

still a life lived in the body and in the world. The 

motto that rings down to today from his Rule is  

Orare est laborare (to pray is to work). 

During this period the Visigoths and Lombards 

abandoned Arianism for Catholicism. Pope Gregory 

the Great played a notable role in these conver-

sions and dramatically reformed the ecclesiastical 

structures and administration, which then launched 

renewed missionary efforts. Missionaries such as 

Augustine of Canterbury, who was sent from Rome 

to begin the conversion of England; and, coming 

the other way, in the Hiberno-Scottish mission,  

Ss Columbanus, Boniface, Willibrod, Ansgar and 

many others took Christianity into northern Europe 

and spread Catholicism among the Germanic and 

Slavic peoples, and reached the Vikings and other 

Scandinavians in later centuries. 

In the early eighth century, Byzantine icono-

clasm became a major source of conflict between 

the Eastern and Western parts of the Church.  

Byzantine emperors had begun to forbid the crea-

tion and veneration of religious images as viola-

tions of the First Commandment (“I am the Lord, 

your God, You shall have no other gods besides 

me”). Pope Gregory III vehemently disagreed. A 

new Empress, Irene, siding with the Pope, called for 

an Ecumenical Council. In 787, the Second Council 

of Nicaea “warmly received the papal delegates 

and his message”. At the conclusion, 300 bishops, 

led by the representatives of Pope Hadrian I, 

“adopted the Pope’s teaching” in favour of icons. 

With the coronation of Charlemagne by Pope 

Leo III in 800, the papacy acquired a new protector 

in the West. This freed the pontiffs to some degree 

from the power of the emperor in Constantinople 

but also led to a schism. 

The patriarchs of the four most ancient sees in 

the East—Jerusalem, Antioch, Alexandria and Con-

stantinople—claimed for themselves equal authori-

ty with Rome. Pope Nicholas I refused to recognise 

Patriarch Photios I of Constantinople, who in turn 

attacked the Pope as a heretic, because he kept 

the filioque in the Creed (which refers to the Holy 

Spirit proceeding equally from God the Father and 

the Son). These differences laid the groundwork for 

the schism that persists to this day between the 

Latin West and the Orthodox East. 

History of the Church—Fifth to ninth centuries 

 


