
 

 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .     P .O. Box 2152  

Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: meltonsouth@cam.org.au 

Parish Homepage:     stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com  (includes Padua News) 

Office Hours:      Wed & Fri. 8.30am—4.30pm Friday 8.30 - 4.00pm 

 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B                               1st February 2015 

Let us pray for a greater love of God and of our fellow men. 
 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 

 Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 94 
 

Comm:  If today you hear his voice, 
   Harden not your hearts. 
 

All:         If today you hear his voice, 
   Harden not your hearts. 
 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
Hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
With songs let us hail the Lord. 
 
Come in; let us kneel and bend low; 
Let us kneel before the God who made us 
For he is our God and we  
The people who belong to his pasture, 
The flock that is led by his hand. 
 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
As on that day at Massah in the desert 
When your fathers put me to the test; 
When they tried me, though they saw my work.’ 
 

ALL: If today you hear his voice, 
   Harden not your hearts. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A people in darkness have seen a great light: 
A radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. 
Alleluia! 

MASS & DEVOTION TIMES THIS WEEK  
 

Monday     7.30pm Mass  
     (The Presentation of The Lord) 
Tuesday morning:   No morning Mass 
Tuesday evening:   6.30pm Mass 
Wednesday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Thursday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Friday morning:  10.00am School Mass. All welcome 
Friday evening    8.00pm 1st Friday Devotions 
 

Saturday morning   9.15am 1st Saturday 
Saturday Vigil Mass   5.30pm   

Sunday      8.30am   &   10.30am 
 

INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION 
Saturday    4.45pm 
 

BAPTISM 

Baptism Preparation Meeting: 6.30-8.00pm in the Church  
Thursday 26th February for Baptisms 1st  & 15th March.  
See details on Parish Homepage as listed above and download forms. 
Fill them out and bring them to the Baptism Preparation Meeting for 
your chosen date along with a copy of your child’s Birth Certificate. 
Both parents are required to attend these meetings. We kindly 
request adults only please. Contact Father Fabian or the Parish 
Office if you have any questions. Phone 9747 9692.  
 

Adult Preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Eucharist or Confirmation through the  R.C.I.A. Program. See 
Father Fabian or the Parish Office for information. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

Sue Alexander    9743 7281       Godwin Barton    9747 9493 
Stephen Fernandes   0439  743 533  Natalie Howard   0410 478 046    
Mila Little     9743 7783       Rose Ma’ae        0431 386 473    
Marthese Mercieca    0421 378 691  Maria Micallef     9746 9685       
Brad Tellis    0422 087 343  Carmen Vella      9743 4378 
Ex-Officio: Fr Fabian Smith P.P., & Damien Schuster 

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                          Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      

St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster  

Hymns this weekend 

5.30 & 8.30    10.30 

1. 1/57    1. 1/57 
2. 1/65    2. 1/65 

3. 1/49    3. 1/49 
4. 2/106    4. 1/5 
     5. On overhead 

Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-12) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 
Catholic Regional College - Sydenham (Years 11- 12) 
Principal: Mr Brendan Watson   Contact:  9361 0000  



 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP QUADRANT                            
NEXT WEEK  5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A  7th & 8th February 
 

   Readers                Special Ministers      
   5.30 Blake Caruana  Rita Harinos, Naim Chdid, Anne Peramuna and Gavin Pereira. 
  8.30 Ineke Allen  Sue Alexander, Lilian Christian and Edwina La Rose. 
10.30  Aloysious Dacunha Elaine Hope, John Ma’ae and Frances Tanu.. 
 

Next Week’s Readings:  Job 7:1-4, 6-7;  1Cor 9:16-19, 22-23;  Mk 1:29-39 
 MASS COORDINATORS / COMMENTATORS      5.30pm - Godwin Barton and Pat Fernandez. 
7th & 8th February       8.30am - Marie Wytkamp and Carmen Vella. 
                 10.30am - Natalie Howard and Rose Ma’ae 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS WEEKEND 31st January & 1st February  
5.30: Lorraine Tellis  8.30am Ineke Allen  10.30am:Rosa Smit 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  FOR NEXT WEEKEND 7th & 8th February  
5.30: Judy Van Hoos  8.30am Pat Chiles   10.30am:Joe Burns 
CLEANING ROSTER : Friday 5th February Joyce Stellini and 2 volunteers please. 

NEWS FROM THE FAITH FORMATION QUADRANT 
Divine Mercy   1st Sunday of the month at 3.00pm .    
Fatima Statue   Mary Attard and Josephine Vella 9746 0903 
 

GIVING A VOICE TO FAMILIES: 2015 SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 
Following the recent Synod on the family, Pope Francis and the Bishops’ Synod are again seeking input ahead of their 
2015 meeting. In response to feedback during the previous process, a simplified questionnaire has been developed for 
our local Church. The survey can be found at: www.surveymonkey.com/s/Synod2015.  
A simple guide with the questions is available from the Life, Marriage and Family Office website at: www.cam.org.au/
lifemarriagefamily 
The on-line survey will be open until midnight on Tuesday 10 February 2015. While using the on-line survey is pre-
ferred, hard copy responses can be submitted up to Friday 6 February 2015. With only one week to go please be sure 
to get your responses in before the deadline. 
Contact: the Life, Marriage & Family Office on 9287 5579.  
 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CARE QUADRANT 
 

We pray for the death anniversary at this time of: Pat Crowley, Alicia Taburaza Lumagbas, Tulo Tuala and  
Spira Vella.  
Please pray for the Sick: Irene Rahilly, Janine Morffew, Fr. Brendan Davey, Sr. Mary Gavaghan, Helen Marley,  
Therese Hall,  Ian Nowak, Michael Saunders, and all those who have requested our prayers. 
 

NEWS FROM SERVICE/COMMUNITY QUADRANT 
ZUMBA IS ABOUT TO START!! 
Zumba will be starting 2 February at 6:30 – 7:30, every Monday, except public holidays in Padua Hall at a cost of $10 
per person. Amber Hardie will run the class.   
Zumba is a fun secret ingredient to Exercise to Latin Dance music and fitness. 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE CAR BOOT SALE & SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Has been postponed to a later date. 
St VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE 
St Anthony’s Parish is having a St Valentine’s Day Dance in Padua Hall on Saturday 14th February after the 5.30pm 
Mass. BYO Food and Drink. Entry $5 (8 years and over) 

ST ANTHONY’S YOUTH GROUP 

St. Anthony’s Youth Group has recommenced on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm..  
SPORTING ACTIVITY - AGE 13 AND ABOVE (Male Only for now, if there is enough female interest a change will 
be considered) Due to overwhelming interest for some sporting activity to be held at the Parish, Games such as Table 
Tennis, Basket Ball and Volley ball will be played from 2.00pm to 5.00pm on Sundays at the School. Do come along and 
join. For more info, please contact Naim Chdid on 0437 004 790 or Gavin Maitre on 0413 406 579 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Synod2015
http://www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily
http://www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily


 

 

Andrew (?-69 AD) 

Andrew was the brother of St Peter, and is regularly 

mentioned after Simon Peter, which suggests that 

he was Peter’s younger brother. Like his brother 
Peter, and their partners James and John, Andrew 

was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee. 

It is interesting that Andrew’s name is of Greek 

origin, not Aramaic. The fact that their father—

Jonah (or Jonas)—gave his elder son (Simon) an  

Aramaic name and his younger son (Andrew) a 

Greek name reflects the mixed Jewish-Gentile envi-

ronment of Galilee. 

Because he followed Jesus before St Peter and 

the others, he is called the Protoklete or “First 

Called” Apostle. Pope Benedict comments: 

He was truly a man of faith and hope; and one 

day he heard John the Baptist proclaiming  

Jesus as: "the Lamb of God" (John 1: 36); so he 

was stirred, and with another unnamed disci-
ple followed Jesus, the one whom John had 

called “the Lamb of God”. The Evangelist says 

that “they saw where he was staying; and they 

stayed with him that day” (John 1: 37-39). 

The account continues with one important an-

notation: “One of the two who heard John 

speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Si-

mon, and said to him: ‘We have found the Mes-

siah’ (which means Christ). He brought him to 

Jesus” (John 1: 40-43), straightaway showing 

an unusual apostolic spirit. (General Audience, 

June 14, 2006) 

The Gospels record three notable incidents that 

reveal St Andrew to us. The third instance interests 

us particularly today. St Andrew—with his Greek 

name—serves as a bridge between Jewish and Gen-

tile followers of Jesus. 

For the Passover some Greeks had come to  

Jerusalem, probably God-fearing men who had 

come up to worship the God of Israel. Andrew and 

Philip, the two Apostles with Greek names, served 

as interpreters for these Greeks with Jesus. Pope 

Benedict explains: 

The Lord’s answer to their question—as so  

often in John’s Gospel—appears enigmatic, but 

precisely in this way proves full of meaning. 

Jesus said to the two disciples and, through 

them, to the Greek world: “The hour has come 
for the Son of man to be glorified. I solemnly 

assure you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the 

earth and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; 

but if it dies, it produces much fruit” (John 

12: 23-24). 

Jesus wants to say: Yes, my meeting with the  

History of the Church—the Twelve Apostles V 

 

Greeks will take place, but not as a simple, 

brief conversation between myself and a few 

others, motivated above all by curiosity. The 

hour of my glorification will come with my 

death, which can be compared with the falling 

into the earth of a grain of wheat. My death on 

the Cross will bring forth great fruitfulness: in 

the Resurrection the “dead grain of wheat”—a 

symbol of myself crucified—will become the 

bread of life for the world; it will be a light for 

the peoples and cultures. 

Jesus was prophesying about the Church of 

the Greeks, the Church of the pagans, the 

Church of the world, as a fruit of his Pasch. 

While Peter travelled from Jerusalem through 

Antioch and on to Rome to exercise his universal 

mission, Andrew became the Apostle of the Greek 

world. So it is that in life and in death they appear 

as true brothers—a brotherhood that is symbolical-

ly expressed in the special reciprocal relations of 

the See of Rome and of Constantinople (today 

called Istanbul), which are truly Sister Churches. 

Pope Benedict continued: 

To emphasise this relationship, my Prede-

cessor Pope Paul VI, in 1964, returned the  

important relic of St Andrew, which until then 

had been kept in the Vatican Basilica, to the 

Orthodox Metropolitan Bishop of the city of  

Patras in Greece, where tradition has it that 

the Apostle was crucified. 

A more recent example occurred when the  

Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Bartholo-

mew I, visited Pope Francis on the occasion of his 

election to the pontificate. As the successor of St 

Peter, Francis noted the role of Patriarch Bartholo-

mew as the successor of St Andrew and referred 

to him as “my brother, Andrew,” casting the two of 

them in the roles of the original brother Apostles. 

Pope Francis said: 

Before all else, I express my heartfelt thanks 

for what my brother  

Andrew [Ecumenical  

Patriarch Bartholomaios  
I] has said to us.  

Many thanks! Many thanks! 

Tradition tells of  

Andrew’s death at  

Patras, where he too  

suffered crucifixion. Like  

his brother Peter,  

he asked to be nailed to  

a cross different from the  

Cross of Jesus. In his case 

 it was a diagonal or  

X-shaped cross, which  

has thus come to be  

known as “St Andrew’s cross”. 



 

 

Bartholomew (?-72 AD) 

Not much is known about the life of Saint Bartholomew. 

He is mentioned by name four times in the New Testa-

ment—once in each of the synoptic Gospels (Matthew 
10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14) and once in the Acts of the 

Apostles (Acts 1:13). All four mentions are in lists of 

Christ’s Apostles. 

But the name Bartholomew is actually a family name, 

meaning the “son of Tholmai” (Bar-Tholmai, or Bartholo-

maios in the Greek). For that reason, Bartholomew is 

usually identified with Nathaniel, whom St John men-

tions in his gospel (John 1:45-51;21:2), but who is not 

mentioned under that name in the synoptic Gospels. 

The identification of the Bartholomew of the  

synoptic Gospels and Acts with the Nathaniel of the Gos-

pel of John is strengthened by the fact that  

Nathaniel was brought to Christ by the Apostle Philip 

(John 1:45), and in the lists of the Apostles in the synop-

tic Gospels, Bartholomew is always placed next to Philip. 

If this identification is correct, then it was  

Bartholomew who uttered the famous line concerning 

Christ: “Can any thing of good come from  

Nazareth?” (John 1:46). That remark evoked the re-

sponse from Christ, upon first meeting Bartholomew: 

“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 

guile” (John 1:47). 

Bartholomew became a follower of Jesus  

because Christ told him the circumstances under which 

Philip called him (“under the fig tree”, John 1:48). Yet 

Christ told Bartholomew that he would see greater 

things: “Amen, amen I say to you, you shall see the heav-

en opened, and the angels of God ascending and de-

scending upon the Son of man.” 

After the Resurrection he was favoured by being one 

of the few Apostles who witnessed the appearance of 

the risen Lord on the sea of Galilee (John 21:2). Then, 

according to tradition, after Christ’s Ascension, Bartholo-

mew evangelised in the East, in Mesopotamia, Persia, 

around the Black Sea, and perhaps reaching as far as 

India. 

Like all the Apostles, with the singular exception of St 

John, he met his death by martyrdom. According to tradi-

tion, Bartholomew converted the king of  

Armenia by casting out a demon from the chief idol in 

the temple and then destroying all the idols. In a rage, 

the king’s older brother ordered Bartholomew to be 

seized, beaten, and executed. 

Different traditions describe different methods of Bar-
tholomew’s execution. He is said either to have been be-

h e a d e d  o r  t o  h a v e  h a d  h i s  s k i n  

removed (flayed) and been crucified upside down, like St 

Peter. 

He is depicted in Christian iconography with a tanner’s 

knife, which is used to separate an  

animal’s hide from its carcass. Some depictions  

include a cross in the background; others (most famous-

ly Michelangelo's Last Judgement) show  

Bartholomew with his own skin draped over his 

arm. 

According to tradition, the relics of St Bartholo-

mew made their way from Armenia to the Isle of 

Lipari (near Sicily) in the seventh century. From 

there, they were moved to Benevento, in Campa-

nia, north-east of Naples, in 809, and finally came 

to rest in 983 in the Church of Saint Bartholomew-

in-the-Island, on the Isle of Tiber in Rome. 

Tradition recounts many miracles performed by 

St Bartholomew before and after his death, two 

very popular ones are known by the townsfolk of 

the small island of Lipari. 

The people of Lipari celebrated St Bartholo-

mew’s feast day annually. The tradition of the peo-

ple was to take the solid silver and gold statue 

from inside the Cathedral of St Bartholomew and 

carry it through the town. 

On one occasion, when taking the statue down 

the hill towards the town, the statue suddenly  

became very heavy and had to be set down. When 

the men carrying the statue regained their 

strength, they lifted it a second time. After another 

f e w  

seconds, it got even heavier. They set it down and 

attempted once more to pick it up. They managed 

to lift it but had to put it down one last time. Within 

seconds, walls further downhill collapsed. If the 

statue had been able to be lifted, all the towns  

people would have been below those walls and 

have been killed. 

During World War II, the Fascist regime 

(German/Italian) was looking for ways to finance 

its activities. The order was given to take the silver 

statue of St Bartholomew in the cathedral in Lipari 

and melt it down. The statue was weighed and was 

found to be only a few grams. It was returned to its 

place in the cathedral. In reality, the statue is made 

from many kilograms of silver and it is considered 

a miracle that it was not melted down. 

The Armenians honour St Bartholomew as the 

Apostle of their nation. His feast day is August 24 


