
 

 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .     P .O. Box 2152  

Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: meltonsouth@cam.org.au 

Parish Homepage:     stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com  (includes Padua News) 

Office Hours:      Wed Thurs & Fri. 8.30am-12.30pm & 1.15-4.30pm  

   
      
 

Feast of the Holy Family, Year C                             27th December 2015 

Let us pray for peace in our families. 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-12) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 
 

MASS & DEVOTION TIMES THIS WEEK  
Monday   10.00am Mass The Holy Innocents 
Tuesday evening:   6.30pm Mass 
Wednesday morning:   9.15am Mass 

Thursday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Thursday Night:  11.00pm   
                Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
     11.45pm  Benediction  

   Midnight Mass 
Friday morning:    9.00am Mass 
Friday Evening:    8.00pm 1st Friday Devotions 
     8.20pm Mass  
                 Adoration & Confession.   
Saturday morning:   9.15am 1st Saturday devotions 

Saturday Vigil Mass   5.30pm    

Sunday      8.30am  & 10.30am 
 

BAPTISM 
Baptism Preparation Meeting: 6.30-8.00pm in the Church  
Thursday 28th January for Baptisms 7th and 21st 
February . Please note there are no baptisms in January. 
See details on Parish Homepage as listed above and 
download forms or apply online. Fill them out and bring them to 
the Baptism Preparation Meeting for your chosen date along 
with a copy of your child’s Birth Certificate. Both parents are  
to attend these meetings. We kindly request Adults only 
please. Contact the Parish Office if you have any questions. 
Phone 9747 9692.  
Adult Preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation through the  
R.C.I.A. Program.  Please contact Fr. Fabian or Fr. John 
Paul for info.  
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Sue Alexander      0400 171 843  
Naim Chdid  0437 004 790 
Lillian Christian  0400 441 257 
Stephen Fernandes    0439  743 533    
Amy Honrade  9747 0078 
Natalie Howard    0410 478 046    
Rose Ma’ae         0431 386 473     
Marthese Mercieca     0421 378 691    

 Responsorial Psalm: 83 

 

Resp:  How happy they who dwell in your house,  
 O Lord. 
  

All:     How happy they who dwell in your house,  
 O Lord. 
  
How lovely is your dwelling place, 
Lord, God of hosts. 
My soul is longing and yearning, 
is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 
My heart and my soul ring out their joy 
to God, the living God. 
 
They are happy, who dwell in your house, 
for ever singing your praise. 
They are happy, whose strength is in you; 
they walk with ever growing strength. 
 
O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer, 
give ear, O God of Jacob. 
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 
Look on the face of your anointed. 
 

All: How happy they who dwell in your house,  
 O Lord. 
  

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

Father Fabian and Father John Paul,  
The Parish Pastoral Council 
and Lesley Morffew 
would like to take this  
opportunity to wish  
all parishioners a safe,  
happy and  
blessed New Year. 

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                           Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      

St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster  

Ex-Officio:  
Fr Fabian Smith 
PP, Fr John Paul 
Mount 
& Damien Schuster. 
 
Council Secretary: 
Judy Johnson 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP QUADRANT    
NEXT WEEK  Feast of the Epiphany - Year B  2nd & 3rd January 
 

   Readers               Special Ministers      
  5.30 Pat Fernandez  Philip Anyayahan, Mila Little, Doris/George Bonello and Mary Dodemaide. 
  8.30 Amy Honrade  Ineke Allen, Denise Van Rooyen and.Carmen Vella. 
10.30  Karina Dunne  Josephine German, Ron Howard and Ann Tennakoon. 
 

Next Week’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6  Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6  Matt 2:1-12 
 

MASS COORDINATORS / COMMENTATORS     5.30pm - Pat Fernandez and Dolores Turcsan 
2nd & 3rd January     8.30am - Marie Wytkamp and Godwin Barton. 
      10.30am - George Nooromplakal and Godwin Barton. 
 

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS WEEKEND: 26th & 27th December 
5.30pm Priscilla Bastian   8.30am Chris Fitzgerald  10.30am: Indika Silva 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  FOR NEXT WEEKEND 2nd & 3rd January 
5.30pm Lorraine Tellis   8.30am Ineke Allen   10.30am: Rosa Smit 
 

CLEANING ROSTER : Tuesday 29th December (pm):  George Christian & Lina Atoa 
   Thursday 31st December (am): Kratochvil family & Lorelle Porter 
 

NEWS FROM THE FAITH FORMATION QUADRANT   

Divine Mercy   1st Sunday of the month at 3.00pm.   
Fatima Statue   Mary Attard and Josephine Vella 9746 0903 
 

ST ANTHONY’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM CATECHESIS STARTS ON SATURDAY 30TH JANUARY  
AT 2pm.  

NEWS FROM THE SERVICE / COMMUNITY QUADRANT 
 

BELIEVE 2016 YOUTH CONFERENCE: HOST HOMES NEEDED! 
St. Anthony of Padua Parish will host the 4-day youth conference from Jan 14-17 2016.  We are in need of families 
who are willing to accommodate in their homes some of the young people for the nights of the conference.  We re-
quire a place to sleep, bathroom facilities and where possible, transport to and from the church.  A Working with 
Children Check will be needed and if you are driving you will need a Police Check as well. There will be an Orienta-
tion Meeting Scheduled and an information pack available. For more information, please contact Gavin Maitre at 
0413 406 579 or the brothers at 0422 602 232. Thank you! 
 

PARISH RETREAT 
ST ANTHONY’S WILL BE HOLDING A PARISH RETREAT ON THE 29TH—31ST JANUARY 
MORE INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW. 
 

THE WINNING TICKET FOR THE CHRISTMAS HAMPER 
Red 18. Congratulations 
  

NEWS FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office has closed for the school holidays and re-opens on the 

3rd February. Any queries should be directed to Father Fabian on  

0403 435 471 or Father John Paul 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CARE QUADRANT 
 

We pray for the death anniversary of:  Charlu Sr. Chua, Emanuel Bonnici, Michael Angelo Gatt, Sam Micallef, 
Thomas Portelli and Leonard Sacco. 
Please pray for the Sick:  Hilary Dovaston, John Xuereb, Irene Rahilly, Sr. Mary Gavaghan,  
Helen Marley, Therese Hall,  Ian Nowak, Michael Saunders and all those who have requested our prayers. 



 

 

Instruct the ignorant 
What is ignorance? 
Ignorance is a lack of knowledge. For us to learn something, 

someone must teach us. In the Acts of the Apostles, we find a 

very good example of how important teaching or instructing 

another can be. It involves the deacon Philip (Acts 8:26-40) 

and an Ethiopian court official who was reading the Prophet 

Isaiah. Philip, inspired by the Holy Spirit, ran alongside the 

carriage that the court official was riding in and asked him: 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” The man 

answered: “How can I, unless someone guides me?” Then 

Philip got into the carriage with the man and explained to him 

that the words of Isaiah referred to Jesus. He went on to 

explain the full Good News about the Lord and ended up 

baptising the man. Left to himself, the court official could not 

understand the Scripture passage he was reading. He needed 

a teacher to instruct him in the truth. 

All of us start off, with a certain ignorance about life itself. 

We cannot know all things. But there is knowledge that is 

important for each of us to have. And the most important 

knowledge is of those things that are essential to the purpose 

for which God has created us: namely, to know where we 

came from, where we are going, and how to get there. These 

truths are supplied by our Catholic faith and must be believed 

and lived in order to carry out our responsibilities to God and 

neighbour. 

Kinds and degrees of ignorance 
If a person were ignorant of the knowledge required of him by 

his Catholic faith and by his state in life, this would be a 

serious form of ignorance. Now, if this essential ignorance 

results because no one was there to teach him, then his 

ignorance is one for which he is not responsible. In moral 

theology, we would call this ‘inculpable ignorance’. However, 

there is also a ‘culpable ignorance’ that is due to our own 

fault. Sometimes people want to remain in ignorance 

deliberately so that they will not know what their 

responsibilities are. They think that by not knowing them, 

they are not obliged to carry them out. But, if they deliberately 

refuse to learn about their essential responsibilities, they will 

be held accountable before God for this ignorance. 

Culpable ignorance can also come about through neglect. 

This happens when persons have an opportunity to learn 

about their faith but do not put the proper time and effort into 

doing so. Such ignorance is hardly bliss, but a kind of prison, 

holding people back from accomplishing many works of 

charity and mercy, and developing the talents and gifts that 

God has given them. Ignorance differs from error and 

falsehood 
Along with ignorance are error and falsehood. If ignorance is 

the lack of knowledge, error is mistaken knowledge. 

Somewhere, persons in error received a knowledge that did 

not correspond to reality. 

Error can have many causes. For example, if a teacher 

instructing others is in error, that teacher will pass that error 

along to his students. This error can be passed on in good 

faith; in other words, the teacher is not aware that what he is 

saying is not true. This also applies to the sources of 

knowledge that one uses such as textbooks, materials on the 

internet, and the like. If these sources are in error, the one 

using them will gather knowledge that is unfounded or 

untrue. 

Falsehood is a deliberate distortion of knowledge leading 

a person to error. It means that what is taught or 

communicated is deliberately distorted in such a way that 

someone would not be able to come to a clear and true 

understanding of things as they really are. 

Falsehood has several causes. It can result if those who 

are teaching are biased against the truth. Today we talk of 

people having ‘personal agendas’ in fields of teaching, 

broadcasting, and the like. Many times, people who push 

these agendas, such as the ‘gay’ or ‘radical feminist’ 

agendas, promote values that are in direct conflict with 

Christian values found in the natural law or revealed by God 

and taught by the Church. 

The proper formation of Christian teachers 
One way to remedy the problem of ignorance among Catholic 

believers today is to form those who will instruct the people 

in the truths of the Faith. We can learn from the very first 

catechetical school of the early Church, in Alexandria, Egypt. 

One of those who headed the school was a Scripture exegete 

named Origen. He demanded three things of his students: 

prayer, the “rule of faith”, and use of the resources available. 

Prayer 
Origen stressed the importance of prayer as necessary to 

gain the wisdom, understanding, and knowledge of the Holy 

Spirit that help us to penetrate more deeply into the truths of 

our Faith and to grasp them more easily so that we can, in 

turn, teach them clearly to others. 

Discernment requires the light of the Holy Spirit to help 

us to distinguish what is truth—what is part of God’s 

revelation and the authentic teaching of the Church, and 

what is not. Prayer provides an atmosphere that gives us this 

clarity to understand the truth. Also, prayer is needed to live 

the truth. Archbishop Fulton Sheen used to say: “If you do not 

live what you believe, you will end up believing what you live.” 

It is important that we live the truth because it then becomes 

part of us. Then, when we talk about these truths to others, 

we will speak with the force of personal conviction. Moreover, 

prayer helps us preserve a clear conscience. This is 

necessary so that we can grasp the things of the Spirit. 

The Rule of Faith 
The second rule that Origen required was that what his 

students studied had to follow the “Rule of Faith” or in Latin, 

Regula Fidei. This meant that what was taught had to be in 

conformity with true Church teaching. Let me illustrate: If a 

person were doing simple math, like, two plus two, or two 

times two, or four ones, or one and three, or three and one, 

and they arrived at any answer other than four, this would be 

a mistake. There would be an error, and if it were deliberate, 

it would be a falsehood. The same principle applies to what 

we study and teach to others. This must coincide with what is 

the actual teaching of the Catholic Church. 

Use good resources 
Today, with so much information available, we still have to 

seek out the best books, media, videos, internet resources 

and other means of instruction to prepare those who will 

teach the Gospel message to others. 
 

From What To Do When Jesus Is Hungry: A Practical Guide to the 
Works of Mercy by Fr Andrew Apostoli, CFR. Ignatius Press, Used 

with permission. 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy - I 



 

 

The suppression of the English monasteries I 

One of the first practical results of the assumption of the 

highest spiritual powers by King Henry VII of England 

was the appointment of a layman – Thomas Cromwell – 

as the king’s vicar-general in spirituals, with special 

authority to visit the monastic houses, and to bring them 

into line with the new order of things. This was in 1534; 

and, by the December of that year, arrangements were 

being made for a systematic visitation. 

It is now practically admitted that, even before the 

issue of commissions of visitation, the project of 

suppressing some, if indeed not all, of the monastic 

establishments in England, had become part of Henry’s 

practical politics. It is well to remember this: the 

monasteries were doomed before these visitations, and 

not in consequence of them. 

Parliament was to meet early in the following year, 

1536, and, with the twofold object of replenishing an 

exhausted exchequer and of anticipating opposition on 

the part of the religious to the proposed ecclesiastical 

changes, according to the royal design, the Commons 

were to be asked to grant Henry the possession of at 

least the smaller monasteries. The astute Cromwell, who 

is credited with the first conception of the design, must 

have felt that to succeed, a project such as this must be 

sustained by simple reasons calculated to appeal to the 

popular mind. Decent pretexts had to be found for 

presenting the proposed measure of suppression and 

confiscation to the nation, and it can hardly now be 

doubted that the device of blackening the characters of 

the monks and nuns was deliberately resorted to. 

The visitation opened apparently in the summer of 

1535. Preachers were moreover commissioned to go 

over the country in the early autumn, in order, by their 

invectives, to educate public opinion against the monks. 

These pulpit orators were of three sorts: 

1) “Railers”, who declaimed against the religious as 

“hypocrites, sorcerers, and idle drones, etc”; 

2) “Preachers”, who said the monks “made the land 

unprofitable”; and 

3) Those who told the people that “if the abbeys went 

down, the king would never want any taxes again”. 

Cromwell’s the agents entrusted with the task of 

getting up the required evidence were chiefly four: 

Layton, Leigh, Aprice, and London. 

From time to time, while on their work of inspection, 

the visitors, and principally London and Leigh, sent brief 

reports to their employers. Practically all the accusations 

made against the good name of the monks and nuns are 

contained in these letters. No other evidence as to the 

state of the monasteries at this time is forthcoming. It is 

easy, of course, to dismiss inconvenient witnesses as 

being unworthy of credit, but in this case a mere study of 

these letters is sufficient to see that their testimony is 

wholly unworthy of belief. 

Parliament met on February 4, 1536, and its chief 

business was the consideration and passing of the act  

History of the Church—The Reformation IX  

F
ro

m
 th

e
 C

a
th

o
lic

 E
n

c
yc

lo
p

e
d

ia
, w

w
w

.n
e

w
a

c
ve

n
t.o

rg
 

suppressing the smaller religious houses. Parlia-

ment passed the measure with great reluctance. It is 

more than remarkable, moreover, that, in the preamble 

of the Act itself, Parliament is careful to throw the en-

tire responsibility for the measure upon the king, and to 

declare that they took the truth of the charges against 

the good name of the religious solely upon the king’s 

“declaration” that he knew the charges to be true. 

Yet the preamble of the very Act which suppressed 

the smaller monasteries because of their vicious living, 

declares positively that “in the great and solemn Mon-

asteries of the realm” religion was well observed and 

God well served. Can it be imagined for a moment that 

this assertion could have found its way into the Act of 

Parliament, had the reports of the visitors been laid 

upon the table of the House of Commons for the in-

spection of the members? We are consequently com-

pelled to accept the account of the matter given in the 

preamble of the Act: namely that the measure was 

passed solely on the strength of the king’s “declaration” 

that the charges against the smaller houses were true.  

The first measure of suppression merely enacted 

that all the religious houses not possessed of an in-

come of more than £200 a year should be given to the 

Crown. The heads of such houses were to receive pen-

sions, and the religious, despite the alleged depravity of 

some, were to be admitted to the larger and more ob-

servant monasteries, or to be licensed to act as secular 

priests. The measure of turpitude fixed by the Act was 

thus a pecuniary one. All monastic establishments 

which fell below the £200 a year standard of “good 

living” were to be given to the king to be dealt with at 

his “pleasure, to the honour of God and the wealth of 

the realm”. 

As early as April, 1536 (less than a month from the 

passing of the measure), we find mixed commissions of 

officials and country gentlemen appointed to make 

surveys of the religious houses, and instructions issued 

for their guidance. The returns made by these commis-

sioners are of the highest importance in determining 

the moral state of the religious houses at the time of 

their dissolution. It is now beyond dispute that the accu-

sations of Cromwell’s visitors were made before, not 

after, the constitution of these mixed commissions of 

gentry and officials. The main purpose for which the 

commissioners were nominated was to find out what 

houses possessed an income of less than £200 a year; 

and to take over such in the king's name. 

The gentry and officials were, however, instructed to 

find out and report upon the moral state of the houses 

visited. Few of the returns of these mixed commissions 

are now known to exist. However, the extant reports 

deal expressly with some of the very houses against 

which Layton and Leigh had made their pestilential 

suggestions. Now that the suppression was resolved 

upon and made legal, it did not matter to Henry or 

Cromwell that the inmates should be described as “evil 

livers”; and so the new commissioners described the 

religious of the same houses as being really “of good 

virtuous conversation”, and this in the case of many 

houses. 
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