
 

 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .     P .O. Box 2152  

Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: meltonsouth@cam.org.au 

Parish Homepage:     stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com  (includes Padua News) 

Office Hours:      Wed Thurs & Fri. 8.30am-12.30pm & 1.15-4.30pm  

      
 

Feast of the Holy Family, Year B                    28th December 2014 

Let us pray for peace in our families. 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.sameltonsth.catholic.edu.au 
Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-12) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 
 

MASS & DEVOTION TIMES THIS WEEK  
Tuesday morning:   No morning Mass. 
Tuesday evening:   6.30pm 
Wednesday morning:   9.15am Mass. 

Wednesday Night: 11.00pm   
                Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
     11.45pm  Benediction  

   Midnight Mass 
Thursday morning:   9.15am Mass 
Friday morning:    No morning Mass 
Friday Evening:    8.00pm 1st Friday Devotions 
     8.20pm Mass  
                 Adoration & Confession.   

Saturday Vigil Mass   5.30pm    

Sunday      8.30am  & 10.30am 
 

BAPTISM 
Baptism Preparation Meeting: 6.30-8.00pm in the Church  
Thursday 29th January for Baptisms 1st and 15th 
February . Please note there are no baptisms in January. 
See details on Parish Homepage as listed above and 
download forms or apply online. Fill them out and bring them to 
the Baptism Preparation Meeting for your chosen date along 
with a copy of your child’s Birth Certificate. Both parents are  
to attend these meetings. We kindly request Adults only 
please. Contact the Parish Office if you have any questions. 
Phone 9747 9692.  
Adult Preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation through the  
R.C.I.A. Program.  Please contact Fr. Fabian for info.  
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Sue Alexander     9743 7281        
Godwin Barton      9747 9493 
Stephen Fernandes    0439 743 533   
Natalie Howard     0410 478 046    
Mila Little      9743 7783        
Rose Ma’ae          0431 386 473     
Marthese Mercieca     0421 378 691   
Maria Micallef       9746 9685        
Brad Tellis     0422 087 343   

Carmen Vella        9743 4378 
 

 Responsorial Psalm: 104 

 
 

Resp:  The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
  
All:     The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
  
Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, 
Make known his deeds among the peoples. 
O sing to him, sing his praise; 
Tell all his wonderful works! 
 
Be proud of his holy name, 
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice. 
Consider the Lord and his strength; 
Constantly seek his face. 
 
Remember the wonders he has done, 
His miracles, the judgements he spoke. 
O children of Abraham, his servant, 
O sons of Jacob he chose. 
 
He remembers his covenant for ever, 
His promise for a thousand generations, 
The covenant he made with Abraham, 
The oath he swore to Isaac. 
 
 

All: The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
  

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets 
Now he speaks to us through his Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL HYMNS  
WILL  BE ON THE OVERHEAD  
SCREENS    
 
   

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                           Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      

St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster  



 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP QUADRANT    
NEXT WEEK  Feast of the Epiphany - Year B  3rd & 4th January 
 

   Readers               Special Ministers      
  5.30 Blake Caruana  Lorraine Tellis, Doris/George Bonello, Philip Anyayahan and Mary Dodemaide. 
  8.30 Regina Traczynski Ineke Allen, Denise Van Rooyen and.Carmen Vella. 
10.30  Elaine Hope  Josephine German, Aloysious Dacunha and Anne Tennakoon. 
 

Next Week’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6  Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6  Matt 2:1-12 
 

MASS COORDINATORS / COMMENTATORS     5.30pm - Godwin Barton and Josephine German. 
3rd & 4th January     8.30am - Marie Wytkamp and Carmen Vella. 
      10.30am - Josephine German and Pat Fernandez. 

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS WEEKEND: 27th & 28th December 
5.30pm Judy Van Hoos   8.30am Chris Fitzgerald  10.30am: Indika Silva 
PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS  FOR NEXT WEEKEND 3rd & 4th January 
5.30pm Lorraine Tellis   8.30am Ineke Allen   10.30am: Rosa Smit 
CLEANING ROSTER : Thursday 31st December:  Parr family, Frances Spagnol and Maureen Sutherland. 
 

NEWS FROM THE FAITH FORMATION QUADRANT   

 Divine Mercy   1st Sunday of the month at 3.00pm.   
 Fatima Statue   Helen Calleja 0401 497 980 
 

WELCOME THE ASYLUM SEEKER SUPPORT PROGRAM 

As part of Catholic Social Services Victoria, the ‘Welcome the Asylum Seeker Parish Support Program’ supports 

Catholic parishes in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to reach out to asylum seekers and refugees. Our December 

2014 newsletter, includes: 

‘Strengthening Asylum Seeker Support’: An account of a 21 November Forum for Parishes 
Around the Parishes  
Practical assistance 
Asylum Seeker News 
Advocacy 
A prayer for Asylum Seekers 

Here is the link to the newsletter: http://www.css.org.au/Portals/51/WelcomeNewsletterDec2014.pdf 

 

STAYING SAFE FROM FIRE THIS SUMMER 

This summer, forecasts show that parts of Victoria are at above average risk of bushfire and grassfire. Emergency 

Management Commissioner Craig Lapsley has urged Victorians to take responsibility for their own fire safety this 

summer. ‘On hot, dry, windy days, fires can start and spread quickly. Use Fire Danger Ratings to decide when to 

leave.  Fire Danger Ratings are not a weather forecast – they tell you how dangerous a fire would be if one started. 

As the ratings increase, so does your risk of fire,’ he said. ‘If the Fire Danger Rating is Severe, Extreme or Code 

Red, you’re risking your life if you wait and see. Leaving early is the safest option to protect yourself and your fami-

ly.’ Mr Lapsley has urged Victorians to check fire warnings, which are issued when a fire has started. ‘There are 

three different levels of warnings – Advice, Watch and Act and Emergency Warning. Make sure you understand the 

three levels of warnings and what they mean,’ Mr Lapsley said. 

For information on how to stay safe this summer, visit emergency.vic.gov.au or ring the Victorian 

Bushfire Information Line on 1800 240 667, and download the FireReady app. 

http://www.css.org.au/Publishing/mid/6747/ctl/ArticleEdit/Article/0#strengthening
http://www.css.org.au/Publishing/mid/6747/ctl/ArticleEdit/Article/0#Ambrose
http://www.css.org.au/Publishing/mid/6747/ctl/ArticleEdit/Article/0#practical
http://www.css.org.au/Publishing/mid/6747/ctl/ArticleEdit/Article/0#news
http://www.css.org.au/Publishing/mid/6747/ctl/ArticleEdit/Article/0#advocacy
http://www.css.org.au/Publishing/mid/6747/ctl/ArticleEdit/Article/0#prayer
http://www.css.org.au/Portals/51/WelcomeNewsletterDec2014.pdf
http://emergency.vic.gov.au/
http://www.firereadyfaq.emergency.vic.gov.au/


 

 

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CARE QUADRANT 
 

We pray for the recently deceased: Rita Jones 
We pray for the death anniversary of:  Charlu Sr. Chua, Emanuel Bonnici, Michael Angelo Gatt, Sam Micallef, 
Thomas Portelli and Leonard Sacco. 

Please pray for the Sick: Irene Rahilly, Janine Morffew, Fr. Brendan Davey, Sr. Mary Gavaghan, Helen Marley,  
Therese Hall, Ian Nowak, Michael Saunders, and all those who have requested our prayers. 

NEWS FROM THE SERVICE / COMMUNITY QUADRANT 
 

ST. ANTHONY’S PARISH BINGO     

Bingo runs every Tuesday with a new start time of 7.00pm.  
There are 4 sessions a night each with its own Jackpot, the 4th session being $1000 
Come along and support your parish and have fun at the same time! 

Bingo will not be running on the 30th December or the 6th of January and will be resuming on 
the 13th January. 
ZUMBA -After our Zumba Party the Parish would like to know if there is interest in this being an ongoing class in  
Padua Hall. There is a clipboard at the rear of the Church for those to sign if you are interested and a 
suggested time that you would prefer. Funds raised from this will be split half to Amber, half to the church. 
PRIME TIMERS 
Prime Timers activities have finished for 2014. The next event will be the Annual AGM which will be held at Brookfield 
Village on Tuesday 27th January 2015 at 11.30am. BYO lunch. 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE CAR BOOT SALE AND SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
St Anthony’s Social Committee will be holding a Car Book Sale on the 8th Feb 2015. 
Cost is $15.00 per car and it will run from 11.30 – 3.00pm 
There will be more details to follow 
 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE  
 

 

 
FROM THE PARISH SECRETARY 
The Parish Office is closed for the school holidays. If you need to contact me, I can be reached at the 

church email address meltonsouth@cam.org.au or speak to Father Fabian 
Many Thanks from Lesley 

ST ANTHONY’S YOUTH GROUP 

St. Anthony’s Youth Group has finished for 2014 and will recommence in the new year.  
 

SPORTING ACTIVITY - AGE 13 AND ABOVE (Male Only for now, if there is enough female interest a change 
will be considered) Due to overwhelming interest for some sporting activity to be held at the Parish, Games such as 
Table Tennis, Basket Ball and Volley ball will be played from 2.00pm to 5.00pm on Sundays at the School. Do come 
along and join. For more info, please contact Naim Chdid on 0437 004 790 or Gavin Maitre on 0413 406 579 

R.C.I.A. - Right of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

Due to an interest in the R.C.I.A. Program, and the process of becoming a Catholic through to  
receiving the Sacraments, we will be starting an R.C.I.A. Program in February 2015.  
If you wish to learn more about the Catholic Faith or the program please contact Father Fabian 
on 0403 435 471. 

Vocation View 
Families are where kindness, humility, patience and thanksgiving are lived and celebrated. People cannot truly teach 
these qualities unless they have experienced them. 



 

 

We are reminded strongly of the oral nature of the 

early tradition when we recall that Jesus, while he 

did not leave any writings, did have a lot to say. He 

taught and preached extensively, as we all know, 

and all of it was done orally. 

It may not at first seem a remarkable comment 

to make that Jesus taught solely through the  

spoken word; after all, we listen to the readings and 

to Father Fabian teach us each week at Mass.  

However, once we consider how dependent we are 

on the written word—books, newspapers, maga-

zines, the internet, filling out forms, tax returns, 

reading road signs—it will strike us in a new light 

how utterly dependent the people of the ancient 

Middle East were on the spoken word. Universal 

literacy is a quite modern phenomenon. 

It might be answered that the Jews did have an 

extensive written culture; after all, the Old Testa-

ment contains their inspired ‘writings’. But literacy 

was a specialised and relatively rare thing; the bulk 

of the ordinary people would have depended, just 

as much as did the early Christians, on hearing the 

word of God preached in the synagogues. 

Indeed, one of Jesus’ opening acts in his public 

life was to read from the Prophet Isaiah in the syna-

gogue at Capernaum and declare: “Today this scrip-

ture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). 

This perfectly captures the part that reading and 
declaring the word played and the complementary 

part of those who heard … and remembered. 

In this regard it is well to recall one of Jesus’  

favourite refrains in the Gospels: “He who has ears 

let him hear.” 

A mistake we tend to make today is to imagine 

that an oral culture must be inferior to a written 

one when it comes to handing on its contents fully 

and accurately. There is something to that view, 

coming as we do from a culture in which our  

citations are expected to be word perfect. 

On the other hand, a member of an oral culture, 

whose memory had been trained by constant  

employment well beyond anything we would expect 

of ourselves—the memory powers of our average 
forebears would astound us today—would have  

considered our dependence on books and writing to 

hold our memories not to be a memory at all but 

rather a form of forgetfulness. 

So, when we take into account the easiness of 

referring to a written source we enjoy—and the 

comparative loss of raw memory power due to the 

atrophy of the faculty due to underuse—it is well not 

to lose sight of how powerful the memory can be, 

especially when it comes to retaining and passing 

on especially important memories, such as that 

Peter the Apostle died in Rome under the Emperor 

Nero, or what became of the shroud in which  

Jesus was buried. Which is just to say that the tradi-

tions that have come down to us about such things 

deserve at least our respectful hearing if not our 

uncritical belief. 

It is worth spending a little time on considering 

this oral tradition as we rely for what we know 

about the early Church in many many instances on 

the content of that tradition. We need to know what 

level of credence we can give to a statement from 

tradition, such as that St Peter was crucified  

outside the city of Rome and buried on the Vatican 

hill, as we referred to above. 

On the face of it, it is not of the greatest account 
whether this particular statement is actually true. It 

is not of the Deposit of the Faith and our salvation 

hardly depends on it. However, it is an historical 

testimony to the facts of our salvation; that what 

we believe as Christians and is of the Deposit of 

Faith is grounded in actual human events the truth 

of which can be demonstrated with considerable 

confidence. 

Just consider. Is it not likely that the Christians 

of Rome at that time would have spoken among 

themselves and been all too aware of the murder 

of their leader, an Apostle and Pope, and a friend of 

the Lord moreover? They would have been most 

likely to hold the event and all its terrible circum-
stances in their memories; and it is probable that 

the site would quickly have become a place to visit 

and pray. 

In fact, we know from the testimony of a Roman 

priest of the name of Gaius from 140 years later 

that the site was indeed well known to the Roman 

Christians of the second century and that it was 

treated as a shrine. And, if that were not enough, 

modern archaeology added a persuasive degree of 

credence to the facts as attested by ‘tradition’ 

when in 1968 a tomb with an inscription that trans-

lates as “Peter is here within” was discovered  

underneath the floor of the Basilica of St Peter’s in 

the Vatican; just where tradition had always insis-

ted that Simon Peter had been killed and interred. 

We live in a sceptical age, and in a culture that 

makes it almost a virtue to be sceptical of claims 

about religion, but this scepticism is just as likely to 

harden into difficult-to-shift attitudes as an attitude 

that accepts the claims the sceptic rejects. And if 

we believe that Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon 

according to the tradition that has come down to 

us, much more strongly should we believe in the 

Resurrection of Christ, which is much better attest-

ed than are the doings of a Roman tyrant; so well 

attested that even today men and women will live 

by its promise and risk their lives in its defence. 

History of the Church—tradition 

 


