
 

 

 

67-77 Exford Road, Melton South  3338 .  P .O. Box 2152  
Ph: 9747 9692,       Fax: 9746  0422      Email: sapms@netspace.net.au 
Parish Homepage:  stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com 
Office Hours:        Mon-Fri. 9.30am—2.30pm  

Ascension of the Lord           16th May 2010                                            

Let us pray that the risen Christ will lead us to eternal life. 

St. Anthony’s Parish Primary School 
Wilson Road, Melton South  3338  Phone: 9743 1401 
School Secretary: Mrs. Marthese Pace 
Email: principal@santmltn.melb.catholic.edu.au 

Psalm 46 
 

Leader:  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
  a blare of trumpets for the Lord 
 

All:  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
  a blare of trumpets for the Lord 
 

All peoples, clap your hands, 
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. 
 
God goes up with shouts of joy; 
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
 
God is king of all the earth. 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. 
 

All:   God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
  a blare of trumpets for the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world.. 
Alleluia! 

Catholic Regional College - Melton   (Years 7-10) 
Principal: Mr Mark Sheahan      Contact: 9743 6522 
Catholic Regional College - Sydenham (Years 11- 12) 
Principal: Mr Brendan Watson   Contact:  9361 0000  

Mass Times this Week 
Tuesday: 7.30pm  (no morning Mass)  
Wednesday  -  Friday:  9.15am   
Saturday 5.30pm.    Sunday 8.30am & 10.30am.    

Reconciliation Times 
Friday:  9.45am  Saturday:     4:45-5:20pm 

Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament 
Monday - Friday:  8.15am- 9.10am 

Baptisms 
Preparation Meeting 27th May for Baptism on 30th May and 

27th June. Contact the Parish Office on 9747 9692 for details. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Sue Alexander  9743 7281 
Godwin Barton  9747 9493 
Lina Calleja  9746 9420 
Anne Consiglio  9743 8363 
Stephen Fernandes 9743 5331 
Sr. Mary Gavaghan   9747 0113 
Natalie Howard   9743 4162 
Rose Ma’ae   
Lorraine Tellis  9743 4292 
Carmen Vella           9743 4378  

Ex-Officio 
Fr Fabian Smith 
Sr Patricia Stone rsj  
Damian Schuster 
Lesley Morffew 

 
This Week’s Hymns 

 

Here I am Lord   Book 1, number 90 

 

Gather Us Together  Book 1, number 111 

 

I am the Bread of Life  Book 1, number 49 

 

Travel On   Book 2, number 33 

This weekend we are conducting the annual Mercy Palliative Care Appeal. Mercy Palliative Care is 
part of Mercy Health, a Catholic community benefit organization founded by the Sisters of Mercy 
and provides specialist care for people with a terminal illness. It focuses on quality of life. Please 

give generously. 

Parish Priest: Fr Fabian Antony Smith                        Pastoral Associate: Sr. Patricia Stone rsj 
Parish Secretary: Mrs. Lesley Morffew                      St. Anthony’s School Principal: Mr. Damien Schuster 



 

 

News from the Worship Quadrant 
 

NEXT WEEK — Pentecost Sunday Year C.  
 

First reading: Gen 11: 1-9     Second Reading: Rom 8:22-27     Gospel: Jn 7:37-39 
  (Lectors please collect next week’s Readings from  Sacristy after Mass)
        
    Commentator        Lectors          Special Ministers  
Saturday Vigil    Anna Samy    Rita Harinos  Vilma Pinto, Eddie Massa, Margaret Vella 
5.30pm          
          

Sunday    Dolores Turcsan  Geoff Sutton   Elsie Tanti, Frank Tanti, Sue Alexander 
8.30am                     
          

10.30am   Rose Ma’ae   Sheila McCann  John Scerri, Godwin Barton, Natalie Howard  
 
FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK  
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Ascension has always been a part of the joyful celebration of the fifty days from Easter Sunday to  
Pentecost but was singled out for commemoration on the fortieth day (see Acts 1:3) toward the  
end of the 4th century.  The feast develops the glory of the resurrection by acclaiming the  
exaltation of Christ as Lord of heaven and earth.  It serves to prepare the Church, toward the end  
of the season of Easter, for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
18 MAY OPTIONAL MEMORIAL:JOHN I, POPE, MARTYR 
Born in Tuscany (Italy) in the late fifth century.  Died in captivity at Ravenna on this day in 526.  Remembered as a conciliator 
and peacemaker, the first bishop of Rome to visit Constantinople.  Impris�oned by Theodoric, ruler of Italy and an Arian, for 

excessive sympathy toward the Church of the East. 
21 MAY OPTIONAL MEMORIAL:CHRISTOPHER MAGALLANES, PRIEST, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 
Born in 1869.  Died on 25 May 1927 at Colotitlan (Mexico).  Parish priest, Christobal Magallanes, founder of a clandestine seminary 
at Totatiche, is commemorated with 21 other diocesan priests and three laymen.  Martyred in Mexico, mostly in 1926-1928, during a 
fierce religious persecution which outlawed the celebration of the sacraments.  Remembered for their courageous faith, for 

forgiving their executioners, and for their final cry, Viva Christo Rey! 
20 MAY OPTIONAL MEMORIAL:BERNARDINE OF SIENA, PRIEST 
Born in Tuscany (Italy) in 1380.  Died at Aquila on this day in 1444.  A Franciscan priest, theologian, reformer, and a popular 
preacher throughout Italy.  Remembered as a preacher, as a promoter of devotion to the Name of Jesus (see  3 January), and for 

his efforts toward reunion of the Eastern and Western Churches at the Council of Florence. 

News from the Faith Formation Quadrant   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosary     Tuesday and Thursday after morning mass 
 

Meditation    Wednesday 7.15pm in the MacKillop Room 
 

Divine Mercy    1st Sunday of the month at 3pm 
 

Fatima Statue    Mr Brian Barker 9743 2617 

Novena to St. Anthony  Tuesday Evening: 7.30pm Mass, Benediction and Novena Prayers. 

 SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation is one of the sacraments of initiation. At its best, Confirmation is a renewal of hope 
and prayer where the Candidates will continue in a life of faith. It is the sacrament where tradi-
tionally we call upon the grace of the Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds and strengthen us in our 

faith journey. 
With the Candidates, we are invited to renew our own faith, to sharpen our own Christian  
commitment, to reflect on our own Baptism Promises and our own Confirmation Commitment.  
From the moment of Baptism, the Holy Spirit has been present. Since then, the same Spirit has 
guided, inspired and been available for us. Confirmation acknowledges and celebrates our life in 

the Spirit. 
Our attention is called to the action of the Holy Spirit in our lives and invites a deeper response to that action. 
On Thursday evening, the Candidates will renew their membership in the Church. They themselves will promise to live the 

faith in which they have been raised and instructed. 
As a community we are asked to pray for these young people, that they will always be aware of the loving presence of 

Spirit of God in their lives. 
The Very Reverend Fr. Greg Bourke, Episcopal Vicar for the Western Region, will come to St. Anthony’s to confer the 

Sacrament during Mass  



 

 

News from the Pastoral Care Quadrant 

News from the Service/Community Quadrant 

DATES TO REMEMBER :    TIME 
 
May 19th Workshop evening for Confirmation  
  Candidates             5.00pm - 7.30pm 
 20th      Sacrament of Confirmation         7.00pm  
 23rd  Pentecost Sunday International Food Day  
 24th      Mass: Feast Mary Help of Christians          7.30pm 
 27th  Baptism Preparation           7.00pm 
 30th      Welcome Mass and Baptism                    10.30pm 
 

June  3rd  Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  
 5th  1st Saturday Devotions 
 6th Western Suburbs celebration of the  
  Year of Priests. Williamstown /Sunshine  12.00noo n 
 10th  Liturgy meeting 
 13th Feast of St. Anthony. Parish BBQ after 10.30 Mass 

THE PARISH 
OFFICE— 
 No news this 
week. All is 
well!! 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL    
Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council Meeting dated 4th March 2010 are posted at the back of the 
church as well as on our website—http://stanthonysmeltonsouth.wordpress.com/the-parish-council/
parish-council-meeting-minutes/ 
PRIME TIMERS 25th May, lunch at the Gamekeepers Secret, leave St. Anthony’s at 12 noon. 
Please put your name on the clipboard at the back of the church. Cost to seniors will be $12 - $15.  
Further info Mary Melia 9743 8045. 
CELEBRATION OF THE WEST Father Greg Bourke, Episcopal Vicar for the Western Region 
invites you to join with the Priests and Parish Communities of the Western Region to celebrate the 
growth of the Parishes along Ballarat Road as part of the Year for Priests Celebrations. Guest 
speaker: Father Tony McSweeney, SSS, “The priest Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: Parish 
groups are invited to bring along Historical records and photographs for display and discussion. 
Sunday 6th June at 3pm. Venue: Our Lady of the Imma culate Conception Sunshine. 
Afternoon tea provided. For further details contact Catherine McGovern on 9926 5791 or email 
Catherine.McGovern@cam.org.au. 

Please pray for the recently deceased: Denis Micallef 
Please pray for the death anniversary: Jon Nicotra, Alma Smart, Edith Stone and Sr. Irene 
McCormack rsj  

Please pray for the Sick:  Maureen Lane, Charles Van Hoos, Seth Gilford, Jane & William Marks, 
Colleen O’Meara, Pearse Deary, Consiglia Bonnici, Patricia Coulson, Beverley Pope, Rose Marslen 
and all those who have requested our prayers. 

Stewardship: $1663.75 
To pay our Parish operating cost, 
including debt repayment. To 
Subsidize Catholic Education in the 
Parish 
To support the growth of Parish and 
Diocesan Services 

Presbytery Offering :  

$623.00 
To meet the household expenses of 
our Parish Priest 
To support sick and retired priests 
To support priests in needy 
parishes 

Sr. Irene McCormack rsj  
Friday, 21st marks the anniversary of the death of Sr. Irene, Sister of St. Joseph, who was 
 Martyred at Huasahuasi, Peru in 1991.  
‘Irene’ a tribute to Sr. Irene was published in 1992. This is a faithful tribute to her commitment to the 
people of Peru. Sr. Patricia has a copy if you would like to read more about her.    

INTERNATIONAL FOOD 
DAY 
On Pentecost Sunday, 23 
May 2010, (next weekend)   
St. Anthony’s Parish is holding 
an International Food Day  
after the 10.30 mass. Cost is 
$5 per plate, $3 for coffee 
and cake, $1.50 for a soft 
drink and a gold coin dona-
tion for entry into music 
hall. Prizes being raffled in-
clude movie tickets, wine and 
chocolates at $2 for 3 tickets 
and $1 for 1 ticket . You and 
all your family members are 
welcome to come. 
 



 

 

The Blessed Virgin Mary has 
been one of the major subjects 

of Christian Art,  for many  
centuries. Literally hundreds of 
thousands of pieces of Marian 

art in the Catholic Church  
covering a range of Marian  
artistic topics have been  
produced, from masters such as 
Michelangelo and Botticelli to 

humble peasant artists.  
 
Although Marian art items may 

at times be viewed from an artistic perspective and sold at auc-
tions, or discussed from an academic viewpoint in the context of 
art history, from a religious viewpoint they form part of the very 
fabric of Roman Catholic Marian culture through their emotional 

impact on the veneration of the Blessed Virgin.  
 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help is a title given to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, associated with a Byzantine icon. The icon has been in 
Rome since at least the late 15th century. The image is very 
popular among Catholics in particular, and has been much cop-
ied and reproduced. Reproductions are sometimes displayed in 
homes or elsewhere. Catholics have, for centuries, prayed to the 
Blessed Virgin that she intercede on their behalf with Christ. On 

the current Roman Catholic  calendar of saints Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help is commemorated on June 27. 
 
This icon was painted by an unknown artist most likely in the 13th 
Century. The painting isn't meant to be one of beauty but holds a 
message instead; "You can come to me". The icon depicts the 

Blessed Virgin Mary wearing a dress of dark red with a blue  
mantle and veil. On the left is the Archangel Michael , carrying 
the lance and sponge of the crucifixion of Jesus. On the right is 
the Archangel Gabriel carrying a 3-bar cross and nails. This type 
of icon is a later type of Hodegetria (literally: "She who shows the 
Way") composition, where Mary is pointing to her Son, known as 
a Theotokos of the Passion. The Christ-child has been alarmed 
by a pre-sentiment of his passion, and has run to his mother for 
comfort. The facial expression of the Virgin Mary is solemn and is 

looking directly at the viewer instead of her son. Jesus is  
portrayed clinging to his mother with a dangling sandal. The 
Greek initials on top read Mother of God, Michael Archangel, 
Gabriel Archangel, and Jesus Christ, respectively. The icon is 
painted with a gold background on a walnut panel, and may have 
been painted in Crete, then ruled by the Republic of Venice. The 
Cretan School was the source of the many icons imported into 

Europe from the late Middle Ages through the Renaissance.  
The icon was cleaned and restored in 1866 and again in the 

1940s. Her hand is open, inviting us to join her and Jesus. 
 
The earliest written account of the image comes from a  Latin and 
Italian plaque placed in the church of San Matteo, Via Merulana 
where it was first venerated by the public in 1499. The writer of 
the icon is unknown, but according to legend the icon was stolen 

by a merchant from Crete who was sailing to Rome. The  
merchant sailed and hid the icon while traveling at sea, until a 
storm hit hard and the sailors prayed to the icon for help. When 
the merchant arrived in Rome he fell ill, and as his dying wish he 
asked a second merchant to place the icon in a church where it 

could serve as a visual image of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. The  
second merchant confided to his wife about the icon. Upon  
seeing the beautiful icon, the woman refused to give it to the 
church but instead hung it in their home. Later on, the Virgin Mary 
appeared to the merchant's daughter, requesting that the icon be 
turned in to a parish. Mary indicated to the little girl that the icon 
ought to be placed between the basilicas of St Mary Major and St 
John Lateran. The wife gave the icon to the Augustinian Friars. 
On March 27, 1499, the icon was transferred to the church of San 

Matteo where it remained for 300 years. 
 
In 1798 Andre Massena, then governor of Rome, closed and  
destroyed several churches in the city. The church of San Matteo 
in the Via Merulana was one of these. The Augustian friars first 
took the icon to the nearby Church of St Eusebius, then later set 
it up on a side altar in the Church of Santa Maria in Posterula. 
Decades later, Pope Pius IX invited the Redemptorist Fathers to 
set up a Marian house of veneration in Rome, in response to 
which the Redemptorists built the Church of St Alphonsus Liguori 
at that location. The Redemptorists were thus established on the 
Via Merulana, not knowing that it had once been the site of the 

Church of San Mateo and shrine of the once-famous icon.  

Catholics have, for centuries, prayed before this icon, usually in 
reproductions, to intercede on their behalf to Christ. Over the 
centuries, several churches dedicated to Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help have been constructed. Many Catholic churches hold a  
Novena and Mass honoring Our Mother of Perpetual Help every 

Wednesday using a replica of the icon.  

Prayer to our Mother of Perpetual Succour  

 O Mother of Perpetual Succour * Behold me a miserable sinner 
at thy feet * I have recourse to thee and put my trust in thee * O 
Mother of Mercy, have pity upon me * I hear thee called by all * 
The refuge and the hope of sinners; * be then my refuge and my 
hope * Succour me for the love of Jesus Christ *; Stretch forth thy 
hand to me, * a poor sinner, * who recommend and dedicate my-
self to thee * As thy perpetual servant * I bless and thank God for 
having in His Mercy given me this confidence in Thee * the 
pledge , as I believe of my eternal salvation* Alas, too often in 
past times have I miserably fallen * Because I had not recourse 
to thee * I know that with thy help I shall conquer * I know that 
thou will help me * If I recommend myself to thee * But I fear test 
in the occasion of failing * I should cease to call upon thee * And 
so should lose my soul * This then is the grace I seek from thee, * 
and I beg of thee, as far as I know how and can, * to obtain it for 
me * namely, in the assaults of hell,* always to have recourse to 
thee and to say to thee; * O mary help me * Mother of Perpetual 
Succour, * Suffer me not to lose my God * Amen. 

Our Our Our Our Mother of Perpetual HelpMother of Perpetual HelpMother of Perpetual HelpMother of Perpetual Help  
Taken From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


